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Kentucky Department of Education

Education Goals

These capacity and goal statements of the Kentucky Education Reform Act of 1990, as found in
Kentucky Revised Statute (KRS) 158.645 and KRS 158.6451, are the basis for instructional
programs in Kentucky public schools. All students shall have the opportunity to acquire the
foIIowmg capacities and learning goals:
Communication skills necessary to function in a complex and changing civilization
* Knowledge to make economic, social and political choices
* Understanding of governmental processes as they affect the community, the state and
the nation
» Sufficient self-knowledge and knowledge of their mental health and physical wellness
» Sufficient grounding in the arts to enable each student to appreciate their cultural and
historical heritage
» Sufficient preparation to choose and pursue their life’s work intelligently
» Skills to enable students to compete favorably with students in other states and other
parts of the world
Furthermore, schools shall
* Expect a high level of achievement from all students
* Develop their students’ abilities to:
o Use basic communication and mathematics sh@’%r pﬁ?&ses and situations
they will encounter throughout their lives
o Apply core concepts from mathematics’%@e '§and humanities, social

/

studies, English/language arts, health, mat|gs, practical living, including
physical education, to situation they W%Ey co@er throughout their lives
o Become self-sufficient individuals Q, (%4)
o Become responsible members of ork group or community as well as
an effective participant in com ﬁwce
o Think and solve problems |pl/%ho@ ations and in a variety of situations they
will encounter in life
o Connect and integrate e%erli(és and new knowledge from all subject matter
fields with what stud hagg\previously learned and build on past learning
experiences to ac
Increase student atten e rads
Reduce dropout and{e nti ates
Reduce physical me @? ealth barriers to learning
Be measured on t £§portlon of students who make a successful transition to work,
postsecondary edug\ and the military

éO

n@bmformatlon through various media sources
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Legal Base

The following Kentucky Revised Statutes (KRS) and Kentucky Administrative Regulations
(KAR) provide a legal base for this publication:

KRS 156.160 Promulgation of administrative regulations by the Kentucky Board of Education

With the advice of the Local Superintendents Advisory Council, the Kentucky Board of
Education shall promulgate administrative regulations establishing standards that public
school districts shall meet in student, program, service and operational performance.
These regulations shall comply with the expected outcomes for students and schools set
forth in KRS 158.6451.

Administrative regulations shall be promulgated for:
* Courses of study for the different grades and kinds of common sch@ls; and
* The minimum requirements for high school graduation. &4; Qq’
_ - : _ \Q r\g'
704 KAR 3:305 Minimum requirements for high school gr CQ
This administrative regulation establishes thé’% ﬁ gh school graduation

requirements necessary for entitlement to a school diploma.

?ép £
704 KAR 3:303 Required academic standa@ &Q
This administrative regulatlon in r e by reference the Kentucky Academic
Standards, which contain t rses of study and academic content standards

for use in Kentucky’s comm ch
R ¢§’
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Kentucky Department of Education

Kentucky Academic Standards— Social Studies — Primary

The social studies program in primary includes connections to literature, active, hands-on work
with concrete materials and appropriate technologies. Although the social studies program for
primary is divided into five areas, each area is designed to interact with the others in an
integrated fashion. Because of this integration, students are able to develop broad conceptual
understandings in social studies. This style of learning reflects the developmental nature of
children.

The primary purpose of social studies is to help students develop the ability to make informed
decisions as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world. The
skills and concepts found throughout this document reflect this purpose by promoting the belief
that students must develop more than an understanding of social studies content. They must
also be able to apply the content perspectives of several academic fields of the social studies to
personal and public experiences. By stressing the importance of both content knowledge and its
application, the social studies curriculum in Kentucky provides a framewor that prepares
students to become productive citizens.

The social studies content standards at the primary level are c@ctl (Bned with Kentucky's

Academic Expectations. Social Studies standards are or nd five “Big Ideas” that
are important to the discipline of social studies. The five soual studies are:
Government and Civics, Cultures and Societies, Eco cs eography and Historical
Perspective. The Big Ideas, which are more thorou ned in the pages that follow, are

conceptual organizers that are the same at eac eI This consistency ensures students
have multiple opportunities throughout thelr S rs to develop skills and concepts linked

to the Big Ideas. q/ Q\}

Under each Big Idea are statements Knowledge/Understandlngs that represent
overarching generalizations Imked @'deas of social studies. The understandings
represent the desired results ear % will focus upon and what knowledge students will
be able to explain or apply. UI&I% gs can be used to frame development of units of study
and lesson plans.

\(\

Skills and concepts desc% @s that students demonstrate their learning and are specific to
each grade level. The skill d concepts for social studies are fundamental to social studies
literacy and build on pr@grning.

’
The social studies program includes strong literacy connections, active hands-on work with
concrete materials, and appropriate technologies. The social studies curriculum includes and
depends on a number of different types of materials such as textbooks, non-fiction texts,
biographies, autobiographies, journals, maps, hewspapers, photographs and primary
documents. Higher order thinking skills, such as compare, explain, analyze, predict, construct
and interpret, are all heavily dependent on a variety of literacy skills and processes. For
example, in social studies students must be able to understand specialized vocabulary, identify
and comprehend key pieces of information within texts, determine what is fact and what is
opinion, relate information across texts, connect new information to prior knowledge and
synthesize the information to make meaning.
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Big Idea: Government and Civics

The study of government and civics equips students to understand the nature of government and the
unique characteristics of American representative democracy, including its fundamental principles,
structure and the role of citizens. Understanding the historical development of structures of power,
authority and governance and their evolving functions in contemporary U.S. society and other parts of
the world is essential for developing civic competence. An understanding of civic ideals and practices of
citizenship is critical to full participation in society and is a central purpose of the social studies.

Academic Expectations

2.14  Students understand the democratic principles of justice, equality, responsibility, and freedom
and apply them to real-life situations.

2.15  Students can accurately describe various forms of government and analyze issues that relate to
the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy.

Primary Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e local governments are formed to establish order, provide security and accompllsh common
goals.
e citizens of local communities have certain rights and responsiblg&s i mocratic society.
e local communities promote the basic principles (e.g., liberty lity, rights,
/

responsibilities) of a democratic form of government. \ ,\Q
Primary Skills and Concepts
Students will 6\ q/
¢ demonstrate (e.g., speak, draw, write) an under, the nature of government:
o explain basic functions (to establish order pro securlty and accomplish common
goals)
of local government
o explore and give examples of t |CQ .g., police and fire protection, maintenance of
roads, snow removal, garbag -u
o investigate how the local gocg mei\Yays for services (by collecting taxes from people who
live there)

o explain the reasons fo@é @ home and at school; and compare rules (e.g., home,
school) and laws |n mmunity

o investigate the i rules and laws and give examples of what life would be like
without rules me, school, community)

e explore personal right 6@1 responsibilities:
o explain, demon , give examples of ways to show good citizenship at school and in the
community (e ecyclmg picking up trash)
o describe the Wiportance of civic participation and locate examples (e.g., donating canned
food to a cl4ss food drive) in current events/news
e use a variety of print and non-print sources (e.g., stories, books, interviews, observations) to
identify and describe basic democratic ideas (e.g., liberty, justice, equality, rights, responsibility)
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Big Idea: Cultures and Societies

Culture is the way of life shared by a group of people, including their ideas and traditions. Cultures
reflect the values and beliefs of groups in different ways (e.g., art, music, literature, religion); however,
there are universals connecting all cultures. Culture influences viewpoints, rules and institutions in a
global society.

Students should understand that people form cultural groups throughout the United States and the
World, and that issues and challenges unite and divide them.

Academic Expectations

2.16  Students observe, analyze, and interpret human behaviors, social groupings, and institutions to
better understand people and the relationships among individuals and among groups.

2.17  Students interact effectively and work cooperatively with the many ethnic and cultural groups of
our nation and world.

Primary Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e culture is a system of beliefs, knowledge, institutions, customs/traditions, Ianguages and skills
shared by a group of people.
e cultures develop social institutions (e.g., government, economy\ﬂ\juc&, religion, family) to
structure society, influence behavior, and respond to huma S.
e interactions among individuals and groups assume varioui' s@’} compromise,
cooperation, conflict, competition). Q\
e avariety of factors promote cultural diversity in a co ity
e an understanding and appreciation of the diverse pleﬂ of cultures is essential to interact
effectively and work cooperatively with the ma%@\/er% nic and cultural groups of today.
Primary Skills and Concepts ?9% Q06
Students will

e develop an understanding of the n fc@\rz:
o explore and describe cultural en@e.g., beliefs, traditions, languages, skills, literature,

the arts) Q

o investigate diverse cultur@%in%@nt and non-print sources (e.g., stories, books,
interviews, Q\ \)0
observations) % \Q'

e investigate social i sg’#ﬂiorﬁg., schools) in the community

e describe interactioé e. promise, cooperation, conflict, competition) that occur between
individuals/groups @)

e describe and give‘eﬁtm les of conflicts and conflict resolution strategies

/ev
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Big Idea: Economics

Economics includes the study of production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services.
Students need to understand how their economic decisions affect them, others and the nation as a
whole.

The purpose of economic education is to enable individuals to function effectively both in their own
personal lives and as citizens and participants in an increasingly connected world economy. Students
need to understand the benefits and costs of economic interaction and interdependence among people,
societies and governments.

Academic Expectations
2.18  Students understand economic principles and are able to make economic decisions that have
consequences in daily living.

Primary Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e the basic economic problem confronting individuals and groups in our community today is
scarcity; as a result of scarcity economic choices and decisions must be made
e avariety of fundamental economic concepts (e.g., supply and demand o%ortunlty cost) impact
individuals, groups and businesses in the community today.
e economic institutions are created to help individuals, group \o f&ses in the community

accomplish common goals.

o markets enable buyers and sellers to exchange goods e
e production, distribution and consumption of goods a the community have changed
over time.
e individuals, groups and businesses in the comr@ty d@n\Onstrate interdependence as they
make (%) %)
economic decisions about the use of resog@s (egg¥natural, human, capital) in the production,
distribution, and consumption of goods@
Primary Skills and Concepts Q (b'\
Students will 0,-?
e develop an understanding of f limited resources and scarcity:
o investigate and give @1 §pFesources
o explain why people e all the goods and services they want

o solve economic @blen@ ated to prioritizing resources, saving, loaning and spending
money
o explore difference Q§tween limited natural resources and limited human resources

e investigate banks in ¥ge*community and explain how they help people (e.g., loan money, save
money) %

e compare ways pewple in the past/present acquired what they needed, using basic economic
terms related to markets (e.g., goods, services, profit, consumer, producer, supply, demand,
buyers, sellers, barter)

e describe and give examples of production, distribution and consumption of goods and services
in
the community
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Big Idea: Geography

Geography includes the study of the five fundamental themes of location, place, regions, movement and
human/environmental interaction. Students need geographic knowledge to analyze issues and problems
to better understand how humans have interacted with their environment over time, how geography has
impacted settlement and population, and how geographic factors influence climate, culture, the
economy and world events. A geographic perspective also enables students to better understand the
past and present and to prepare for the future.

Academic Expectations
2.19  Students recognize and understand the relationship between people and geography and apply
their knowledge in real-life situations.

Primary Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
o the use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, charts, graphs) and mental maps help to locate
places, recognize patterns and identify geographic features.
e patterns emerge as humans move, settle and interact on Earth’s surface and can be identified
by examining the location of physical and human characteristics, how the@re arranged and
why they are in particular locations. \Q’ (1/
e people depend on, adapt to, and/or modify the environmen Qeetl@c needs. Human
actions modify the physical environment and in turn, the p,{@al Ironment limits and/or
promotes human activities. Q)(\ N

Primary Skills and Concepts 9((\ . (\q/
Students will (2] A
e develop an understanding of patterns on the Eg?t‘ns ace using a variety of geographic tools

o create maps that identify the relafi oc@o of familiar places and objects (e.g., school,
neighborhood) (36 AN
o identify major landforms (e.% nti S, mountain ranges) and major bodies of water (e.g.,
oceans, rivers) <
e investigate the Earth’s su \usi6 rint and non-print sources (e.g., books, magazines, films,
Internet, geographic too@
o locate and descr@plae éég local environments, different habitats) using their physical
characteristics%. ol T»g\orms, bodies of water)
o identify and explai terns of human settlement in different places
e compare ways peoph% d animals modify the physical environment to meet their basic needs
(e.g., clearing lan £Build homes versus building nests and burrows as shelters)

e recognize how te nology helps people move, settle, and interact in the world

(e.g., maps, globes, charts, graphs): ¥
o locate and describe familiar pIa@ ho Qd the community
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Big Idea: Historical Perspective

History is an account of events, people, ideas and their interaction over time that can be interpreted
through multiple perspectives. In order for students to understand the present and plan for the future,
they must understand the past. Studying history engages students in the lives, aspirations, struggles,
accomplishments, and failures of real people. Students need to think in an historical context in order to
understand significant ideas, beliefs, themes, patterns and events, and how individuals and societies
have changed over time in Kentucky, the United States and the World.

Academic Expectations
2.20  Students understand, analyze, and interpret historical events, conditions, trends, and issues to
develop historical perspective.

Primary Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
¢ history is an account of human activities that is interpretive in nature. A variety of tools (e.g.,
primary and secondary sources) are needed to understand historical events.
e history is a series of connected events shaped by multiple cause-effect relatignships, tying past
to present.
e history has been impacted by significant individuals and group&* Q(l/

Primary Skills and Concepts \O q’
Students will N
e develop an understanding of the nature of history usj v&@ of tools (e.g., primary and
secondary sources, family mementoes, artifacts, | et Qa les, timelines, maps):
o examine the past (of selves and the comm N
o distinguish among past, present and futur 0 I%%Iaces, events
o explain why people move and settle i re &aces; explore the contributions of diverse
groups N
e use print and non-print sources (e.gg‘ﬁesQo tales, legends, films, magazines, Internet, oral
history): N\

o investigate and give examp, f fa | and fictional accounts of historical events
o explore and give examp e over time (e.g., transportation, clothing,
, 0

communication, techn ations)
e investigate the significar@ f Yotic symbols, patriotic songs, patriotic holidays and

landmarks \
(e.g., the flag of th%.gite{:&tes, the song “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee,” the Fourth of July,
Veterans’ Day, the teﬁ@ f Liberty)

N

&

Kentucky Academic Standards — Social Studies - Primary 160



Kentucky Department of Education

INTERMEDIATE
SOCIAL SI&J@IES

Kentucky Academic Standards — Social Studies - Intermediate 245



Kentucky Department of Education
Kentucky Academic Standards — Social Studies — Fourth Grade

Social studies in the intermediate grades has a different level/grade context each year. For
example, grade four focuses on Kentucky studies and regions of the United States. Grade five
includes an integrated focus on United States history. Regardless of the level/grade context,
students incorporate each of the five areas of social studies in an integrated fashion to explore
the content.

The primary purpose of social studies is to help students develop the ability to make informed
decisions as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world. The
skills and concepts found throughout this document reflect this purpose by promoting the belief
that students must develop more than an understanding of social studies content. They must
also be able to apply the content perspectives of several academic fields of the social studies to
personal and public experiences. By stressing the importance of both content knowledge and its
application, the social studies curriculum in Kentucky provides a framework that prepares
students to become productive citizens.

’
The social studies content standards at the intermediate level are ngectl ned with
Kentucky’'s Academic Expectations. Social Studies standard rgaized around five “Big
Ideas” that are important to the discipline of social studies. Thé\/ igdeas in social studies
are: Government and Civics, Cultures and Societies, Econt@ics graphy and Historical
Perspective. The Big Ideas, which are more thoroughly ainﬁ( n the pages that follow, are
conceptual organizers that are the same at each grad e ({ S consistency ensures students
have multiple opportunities throughout their school@eer develop skills and concepts linked
to the Big Ideas. ?9% 0%
Under each Big Idea are statements of E 'ngé@\%edgelunderstandings that represent
overarching generalizations linked to theCRi¥f | of social studies. The understandings
represent the desired results - what Ieaﬂ)nng ocus upon and what knowledge students will
be able to explain or apply. Undenst\a@in n be used to frame development of units of study

and lesson plans. Q

R S
Skills and concepts describéway a& students demonstrate their learning and are specific to
each grade level. The skﬁs n cepts for social studies are fundamental to social studies
literacy and build on prior le (gﬁg.

The social studies prog%@includes strong literacy connections, active hands-on work with
concrete materials, ang &ppropriate technologies. The social studies curriculum includes and
depends on a number of different types of materials such as textbooks, non-fiction texts,
biographies, autobiographies, journals, maps, hewspapers, photographs and primary
documents. Higher order thinking skills, such as compare, explain, analyze, predict, construct
and interpret, are all heavily dependent on a variety of literacy skills and processes. For
example, in social studies students must be able to understand specialized vocabulary, identify
and comprehend key pieces of information within texts, determine what is fact and what is
opinion, relate information across texts, connect new information to prior knowledge and
synthesize the information to make meaning.
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Big Idea: Government and Civics

The study of government and civics allows students to understand the nature of government and the
unique characteristics of American representative democracy, including its fundamental principles,
structure, and the role of citizens. Understanding the historical development of structures of power,
authority and governance and their evolving functions in contemporary U.S. society and other parts of
the world is essential for developing civic competence. An understanding of civic ideals and practices of
citizenship is critical to full participation in society and is a central purpose of the social studies.

Academic Expectations

2.14 Students understand the democratic principles of justice, equality, responsibility, and freedom

and apply them to real-life situations.

2.15 Students can accurately describe various forms of government and analyze issues that relate to
the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e the government of Kentucky was formed to establish order, provide security and accomplish
common goals.
¢ the Constitution of Kentucky establishes a government of limited powers @fare shared among
different levels and branches. s "1/
o all citizens of Kentucky have rights and responsibilities as n@k sq& democratic society,
including civic participation. ’
o fundamental values and principles of American represeé)éi\/@%)cracy are expressed in

Kentucky’s Constitution. 6\ (1/
Grade 4 Skills and Concepts @6 \(\
Students will %(?QJ o
e demonstrate an understanding of the natu§T go@ment:
o explore basic functions of state goysynmentQY., to establish order, to provide security and

to accomplish common goals) q/ q

o explain and give examples of icess{ate governments provide (e.g., state police and fire
protection, state parks, hig gﬁn { ance, snow removal)

o describe how the state Q&T@I’OVMGS services to its citizens (e.g., collecting taxes)

o describe the structureg? atgﬁg ernment (e.g., the executive, legislative and judicial
branches) and expl h er is shared among different branches

W
o investigate and gi& exa s of state laws and explain their purpose
e explore rights and onsgMties:

o describe, give e aﬁ@es, and compare rights and responsibilities
o describe the ben& of citizenship and find examples of citizenship in current events/news
media ©)

e use information fNam print and non-print sources (e.g., documents, informational passages/texts,
interviews, digitél and environmental) to explain basic democratic principles (e.g. life, liberty,
pursuit of safety and happiness, acquiring and protecting property) found in Kentucky’s
Constitution
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Big Idea: Cultures and Societies

Culture is the way of life shared by a group of people, including their ideas and traditions. Cultures
reflect the values and beliefs of groups in different ways (e.g., art, music, literature, religion); however,
there are universals connecting all cultures. Culture influences viewpoints, rules and institutions in a
global society.

Students should understand that people form cultural groups throughout the United States and the
World and that issues and challenges unite and divide them.

Academic Expectations

2.16 Students observe, analyze, and interpret human behaviors, social groupings, and institutions to
better understand people and the relationships among individuals and among groups.

2.17 Students interact effectively and work cooperatively with the many ethnic and cultural groups of
our nation and world.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e culture is a system of beliefs, knowledge, institutions, customs/traditions, languages and skills
shared by a group of people. Through a society’s culture, individuals learn the relationships,
structures, patterns and processes to be members of the society. ’
e cultures develop social institutions (e.g., government, econom uc%@ religion, family) to
structure society, influence behavior and respond to human&
e interactions among individuals and groups assume vario
cooperation, conflict, competition) and are influenced @ﬂ
Al

", compromise,
N
e avariety of factors promote cultural diversity in the st cky.
e an appreciation of the diverse complexity of culturQ% | to interact effectively and work
cooperatively with the many diverse ethnic and ra@\o ps of today.

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts 96
Students will ?\ KQ
e develop an understanding of the na %
o explore and compare cultural en \(e.g., beliefs, traditions, languages, skills, literature,
the arts) of diverse groups (@] N Americans and early settlers) in the early settlement
of Kentucky

o examine the influence \tr&(f}!ns of diverse groups in Kentucky

e investigate social mstltu amily, government, economy, education, religion) in
Kentucky
and explain their fQ&?o

e describe conflicts that E?irred between diverse groups (e.g., Native Americans and the early
settlers) in the settle RE of Kentucky

e investigate and re culture/cultural events of diverse groups in Kentucky today with the
past
using informatich from print and non-print sources (e.g., documents, informational
passages/texts, interviews, digital and environmental)
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Big Idea: Economics

Economics includes the study of production, distribution and consumption of goods and services.
Students need to understand how their economic decisions affect them, others and the nation as a
whole.

The purpose of economic education is to enable individuals to function effectively both in their own
personal lives and as citizens and participants in an increasingly connected world economy. Students
need to understand the benefits and costs of economic interaction and interdependence among people,
societies, and governments.

Academic Expectations
2.18 Students understand economic principles and are able to make economic decisions that have
consequences in daily living.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e the basic economic problem confronting individuals and groups in Kentucky today is scarcity; as
a result of scarcity, economic choices and decisions must be made.
e avariety of fundamental economic concepts impact individuals and groups.
e economic institutions are created to help individuals, groups and busmes%s accompllsh
common goals.

o markets enable buyers and sellers to exchange goods and
e production and distribution of goods and services have ¢ Wr time in Kentucky.

¢ individuals, groups and businesses demonstrate interd as they make economic
decisions about the use of resources (e.g., natural, n, al) in the production,
distribution, and consumption of goods and servicg . (\
Grade 4 Skills and Concepts @Q’ @Q
Students will 9
e develop an understanding of the natur |t gsources and scarcity:
o use a variety of sources to rese examples of productive resources (e.g.,

natural, (L(
human, capital) found in re of \é@ucky

o explain why individuals, sinesses must make economic decisions due to the

scarcity of resources
o investigate banks in Qtuc@explam and give examples of the roles banks play (e.g., loan
money, save moﬁy ng people deal with scarcity
o investigate an ee ples of markets (past and present); and explain how goods and
services were/are anged
e use a variety of sourge %to investigate and trace change over time (e.g., draw, chart, map,
timeline) in the p %} ion, distribution, and consumption of goods and services (e.g., products
made in Kentuck
e investigate and ¢ give examples of specialization and explain how it promotes trade between
places and regions of the United States (e.g., Kentucky imports and exports, Midwest exports
corn, South exports citrus)
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Big Idea: Geography

Geography includes the study of the five fundamental themes of location, place, regions, movement and
human/environmental interaction. Students need geographic knowledge to analyze issues and problems to better
understand how humans have interacted with their environment over time, how geography has impacted settlement
and population and how geographic factors influence climate, culture, the economy and world events. A geographic
perspective also enables students to better understand the past and present and to prepare for the future.

Academic Expectations
2.19  Students recognize and understand the relationship between people and geography and apply their
knowledge in real-life situations.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that

e the use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, charts, graphs) and mental maps help interpret
information, understand and analyze patterns, spatial data and geographic issues.

e patterns emerge as humans move, settle and interact on Earth’s surface and can be identified by
examining the location of physical and human characteristics, how they are arranged and why they are in
particular locations. Economic, political, cultural and social processes interact to shape patterns of human
populations, interdependence, cooperation and conflict. ,

e regions help us to see Earth as an integrated system of places and features o‘:@ized by such principles
as landform types, political units, economic patterns and cultural gro

e people depend on, adapt to, or modify the environment to meet
physical environment and in turn, the physical environment I|m|tq'

neeﬁ,Qiuman actions modified the
n@promoted human activities in the

settlement of Kentucky. %) Q
Grade 4 Skills and Concepts 6\ Vv
Students will 9 &

¢ demonstrate an understanding of patterns on the E% %@ce using a variety of geographic
tools (e.g., maps, globes, charts, graphs): (?
o locate and describe major landforms, bodie' W@ and natural resources located in

regions of Kentucky and the United St % O
o locate, in absolute and relative term Jor Ianforms and bodies of water in regions of

Kentucky and the United States

o analyze and compare patterns m@t and settlement in Kentucky

o explain and give examples o% | factors (e.g., rivers, mountains) impacted human
activities during the early, Kentucky

e use information from print on— t sources (e.g., documents, informational passages/texts,

interviews, digital and € to investigate regions of Kentucky:

o compare regions w&entu ky*by their human characteristics (e.g., settlement patterns,
languages, and rellglod@ellefs) and physical characteristics (e.g., climate, landforms, bodies

of water)

o describe patterns@lman settlement in regions of Kentucky and explain relationships
between these gatterns and the physical characteristics (e.g., climate, landforms, bodies of
water) of the region

o explain the influence of the physical characteristics of regions (e.g., climates, landforms,
bodies of water) on decisions that were made about where to locate things (e.g., factories
stores, bridges)

o analyze how advances in technology (e.g., dams, roads, irrigation) have allowed people to
settle in places previously inaccessible (Kentucky)

e investigate interactions among human activities and the physical environment in regions of Kentucky:

o explain how people modified the physical environment (e.g., dams, roads, bridges) to meet
their needs

o describe how the physical environment (e.g., mountains as barriers or protection, rivers as
barriers or transportation) promoted and/or restricted human activities (e.g., exploration,
migration, trade, settlement, development) and land use in Kentucky
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Big Idea: Historical Perspective

History is an account of events, people, ideas, and their interaction over time that can be interpreted through
multiple perspectives. In order for students to understand the present and plan for the future, they must
understand the past. Studying history engages students in the lives, aspirations, struggles, accomplishments and
failures of real people. Students need to think in an historical context in order to understand significant ideas,
beliefs, themes, patterns, and events, and how individuals and societies have changed over time in Kentucky,
the United States, and the World.

Academic Expectations
2.20 Students understand, analyze, and interpret historical events, conditions, trends, and issues to develop
historical perspective.

Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e history is an account of human activities that is interpretive in nature and a variety of tools (e.g., primary
and secondary sources) are needed to analyze and understand historical events.
¢ the history of Kentucky can be analyzed by examining the connected events shaped by multiple cause-
effect relationships, tying past to present.
o the history of Kentucky has been impacted by significant individuals, groups a@édvances in

technology. &Q’ Q('l/

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts O (1/
Students will
¢ demonstrate an understanding of the nature of history usi Q of tools (e.g., primary and
secondary sources):
o investigate and chronologically describe (e.g., time@es, C rts) significant events in
Kentucky history, from early development as itor development as a state
interpret and describe events in Kentucky’ rms of their importance
examine cause and effect relationships nfllggd Kentucky’s history
explain reasons that different groups ﬁop lored and settled in Kentucky
investigate the influences/contribuﬁi@ e groups to the culture of Kentucky today
e use information from print and non-prjnti&our, d“%e g., documents, informational passages/texts,
interviews, digital and environmen
o examine and compare fact \ @énal accounts of historical events in Kentucky’s history

O O O O

o investigate change over @ ansportanon communication, education, technology,
lifestyles and condition Ke ky s history

o describe the S|gn|f|§®e 0r|cal documents, symbols, and songs related to Kentucky's
history (e.g., Kentuc ys nstitution, state flag, state song)

éO
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Kentucky Academic Standards — Social Studies — Fifth Grade

Social studies in the intermediate grades has a different level/grade context each year. For
example, grade four focuses on Kentucky studies and regions of the United States. Grade five
includes an integrated focus on United States history. Regardless of the level/grade context,
students incorporate each of the five areas of social studies in an integrated fashion to explore
the content.

The primary purpose of social studies is to help students develop the ability to make informed
decisions as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world. The
skills and concepts found throughout this document reflect this purpose by promoting the belief
that students must develop more than an understanding of social studies content. They must
also be able to apply the content perspectives of several academic fields of the social studies to
personal and public experiences. By stressing the importance of both content knowledge and its
application, the social studies curriculum in Kentucky provides a framework that prepares
students to become productive citizens.

The social studies content standards at the intermediate level %ﬁ@%lgned with
Kentucky's Academic Expectations. Social Studies standards zed around five “Big
Ideas” that are important to the discipline of social studies. (ﬁe %; g ldeas in social studies
are: Government and Civics, Cultures and Societies, Ecg§mi eography and Historical
Perspective. The Big ldeas, which are more thorough plageed in the pages that follow, are
conceptual organizers that are the same at each gr, leyeSThis consistency ensures students

have multiple opportunities throughout their sch gas to develop skills and concepts linked
to the Big Ideas. ?~ Q

Q K
Under each Big Idea are statements of ri Qnowledge/Understandlngs that represent

represent the desired results - whg ill focus upon and what knowledge students will
be able to explain or apply. Und an be used to frame development of units of study
and lesson plans.

overarching generalizations linked to E @%4s of social studies. The understandings
dm}%bc

Skills and concepts des y&at students demonstrate their learning and are specific to
each grade level. The skills rq;concepts for social studies are fundamental to social studies
literacy and build on prlorga ing.

The social studies program includes strong literacy connections, active hands-on work with
concrete materials, and appropriate technologies. The social studies curriculum includes and
depends on a number of different types of materials such as textbooks, non-fiction texts,
biographies, autobiographies, journals, maps, hewspapers, photographs and primary
documents. Higher order thinking skills, such as compare, explain, analyze, predict, construct
and interpret, are all heavily dependent on a variety of literacy skills and processes. For
example, in social studies students must be able to understand specialized vocabulary, identify
and comprehend key pieces of information within texts, determine what is fact and what is
opinion, relate information across texts, connect new information to prior knowledge and
synthesize the information to make meaning.
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Big Idea: Government and Civics

The study of government and civics equips students to understand the nature of government and the unique
characteristics of American representative democracy, including its fundamental principles, structure and the role of
citizens. Understanding the historical development of structures of power, authority and governance and their
evolving functions in contemporary U.S. society and other parts of the world is essential for developing civic
competence. An understanding of civic ideals and practices of citizenship is critical to full participation in society
and is a central purpose of the social studies.

Academic Expectations

2.14  Students understand the democratic principles of justice, equality, responsibility, and freedom and apply
them to real-life situations.

2.15 Students can accurately describe various forms of government and analyze issues that relate to the rights
and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy.

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings

Students will understand that
¢ the government of the United States was developed from a colonial base of representative democracy by

people who envisioned an independent country and new purposes for the gove nt.

¢ the United States Government was formed to establish order, provide\s@uri accomplish common

goals. (\ (J(

¢ the fundamental values and principles (e.g., liberty, justice, indiyi hymarY dignity) of American
representative democracy are expressed in historical docume%\(e. ! Declaration of Independence,
the Constitution of the United States, including the Preamblr@nd V’%i” of Rights).

¢ the Constitution of the United States establishes a gover% nt %ﬂ ited powers that are shared among
different levels and branches. N

e as members of a democratic society, all citizens of %Unitgétates have certain rights and

responsibilities, including civic participation. ?@ QO
N
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts Q(LQ QQ
AN

Students will
¢ demonstrate an understanding of govanthen ing information from print and non-print sources (e.g.,
documents, informational passage . '@'views, digital and environmental):
o investigate the basic functio th éﬂlted States Government, as defined in the Preamble to the U.S.
Constitution, (e.g., establ stig@\&nsure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense,
promote the general w&are s&e the blessings of liberty) and explain their significance today
o explain how democﬁto govhgn}nents work to promote the “common good” (e.g., making, enacting,
enforcing laws that p t{%ﬁ'ghts and property of all citizens)

e describe the basic dus@“khe three branches of government (executive, legislative, judicial); explain why
the framers of the U.SN\Lbnstitution felt it was important to establish a government with limited powers that
are shared among different branches and different levels (e.qg., local, state, federal)

e analyze information from print and non-print sources (e.g., documents, informational passages/texts,
interviews, digital and environmental) to describe fundamental values and principles of American
representative democracy (e.g., liberty, justice) found in the Declaration of Independence and the U.S.
Constitution; explain their significance today

e investigate the rights and responsibilities of U.S. citizens:

o describe and give examples of specific rights guaranteed to all U.S. citizens in the Bill of Rights (e.g.,
freedom of religion, freedom of speech, freedom of press) and explain why they are important today

o describe some of the responsibilities U.S. citizens have in order for democratic governments to function
effectively (e.g. voting, community service, paying taxes) and find examples of civic participation in
current events/news (e.g., television, radio, articles, Internet)
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Big Idea: Cultures and Societies

Culture is the way of life shared by a group of people, including their ideas and traditions. Cultures reflect the
values and beliefs of groups in different ways (e.g., art, music, literature, religion); however, there are universals
connecting all cultures. Culture influences viewpoints, rules, and institutions in a global society.

Students should understand that people form cultural groups throughout the United States and the World, and
that issues and challenges unite and divide them.

Academic Expectations

2.16  Students observe, analyze, and interpret human behaviors, social groupings, and institutions to better
understand people and the relationships among individuals and among groups.

2.17 Students interact effectively and work cooperatively with the many ethnic and cultural groups of our
nation and world.

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e culture is a system of beliefs, knowledge, institutions, customs/traditions, languages and skills shared by
a group of people. Through a society’s culture, individuals learn the relationships, structures, patterns
and processes to be members of the society. s
e cultures develop social institutions (e.g., government, economy, edlﬁ%tlon @on family) to structure
society, influence behavior and respond to human needs.
e interactions among individuals and groups assume various fogrr\'\Qe %e(xlﬁ]promlse cooperation,
conflict, competition) and are influenced by culture. (\

e avariety of factors promote cultural diversity in a society, on ﬂ?world
¢ an understanding and appreciation of the diverse com % tures is essential to interact effectively
and work cooperatively with the many diverse ethm | groups of today.
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 0
Students will

¢ demonstrate an understanding of culture é?&ult@ elements (e.q., beliefs, traditions, languages, skills,
literature, the arts) of diverse groups:
o investigate cultural similarities d iffe es of diverse groups (e.g., English, French, Spanish and
Dutch Colonists, West Afrlca r;ko@nts of the 1800’s) during the early development of the
United States @)
o research the contributi @e groups to the culture (e.g., beliefs, traditions, literature, the
arts) of the United St&f@st
o investigate factors? proXYeted cultural diversity in the history of the United States
e examine social instituti (\ family, religion, education, government, economy) in the United States
and explain their functlon
o describe conflicts that (@Jrred among and between diverse groups (e.g., Native Americans and the
early Explorers, Natlvﬁmencans and the Colonists, the British Government and the English Colonists,
Native Americans arfd the U.S. Government) during the settlement of the United States; explain the
causes of these conflicts and the outcomes
e describe causes of conflicts between individuals and/or groups today and give examples of how to
resolve them peacefully
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Big Idea: Economics

Economics includes the study of production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services.

Students need to understand how their economic decisions affect them, others, and the nation as a whole. The
purpose of economic education is to enable individuals to function effectively both in their own personal lives and
as citizens and participants in an increasingly connected world economy. Students need to understand the
benefits and costs of economic interaction and interdependence among people, societies, and governments.

Academic Expectations
2.18 Students understand economic principles and are able to make economic decisions that have
consequences in daily living.

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e the basic economic problem confronting individuals, groups and businesses in the United States today is
scarcity: as a result of scarcity, economic choices and decisions must be made.
e avariety of fundamental economic concepts (e.g., supply and demand, opportunity cost) impact
individuals, groups and businesses in the United States today.
e economic institutions are created to help individuals, groups and businesses @émplish common goals.
o markets enable buyers and sellers to exchange goods and servicea\ﬁ1 (1,
e production, distribution and consumption of goods and services@@ C a@d over time in the United
States. Q?'
¢ individuals, groups and businesses in the United States den@’v\strﬁ\n erdependence as they make
economic decisions about the use of resources (e.g., natuxg huﬂl/ , capital) in the production,
distribution, and consumption of goods and services. 2 (\
N

9
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts @Q’ @Q
Students will o” O
o demonstrate an understanding using informgtiom frq nt and non-print sources (e.g., documents,
informational passages/texts, interviews digjral nvironmental) of the connection between resources,

limited productive resources and scarcgtys AN

o investigate different kinds of resoarces (@ natural, human, capital)

o explain how individuals and g\‘ i United States make economic decisions based upon
limited productive resource tu@uman, capital) and give examples of how these decisions
create interdependence a@ ividuals, groups and businesses

e demonstrate an understagmg w/\/ people deal with scarcity; explain the roles banks play in helping
people deal with scarciQ 'g., money, save money, lines of credit, interest-bearing accounts)
¢ demonstrate an understanqge f markets:

o explain how goods a rvices are/were exchanged

o investigate and give@Xamples of markets; explain how markets have changed over time during the
history of the Unit&dd States

e use a variety of sourbes:

o investigate and trace (e.g., write, draw, chart, timeline) change over time in the production,
distribution and consumption of goods and services in the United States

o research specialization in the United States; explain how specialization promotes trade between
individuals, groups and businesses in the United States and world; describe the impact of
specialization on the production of goods in the United States
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Big Idea: Geography

Geography includes the study of the five fundamental themes of location, place, regions, movement and
human/environmental interaction. Students need geographic knowledge to analyze issues and problems to
better understand how humans have interacted with their environment over time, how geography has impacted
settlement and population, and how geographic factors influence climate, culture, the economy and world
events. A geographic perspective also enables students to better understand the past and present and to
prepare for the future.

Academic Expectations
2.19 Students recognize and understand the relationship between people and geography and apply their
knowledge in real-life situations.

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that

e the use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, charts, graphs) and mental maps help interpret
information, understand and analyze patterns, spatial data and geographic issues.

e patterns emerge as humans move, settle and interact on Earth’s surface and can be identified by
examining the location of physical and human characteristics, how they are arrgrgéd and why they are in
particular locations. Economic, political, cultural and social processes\icgera%'ﬁwape patterns of human
populations, interdependence, cooperation and conflict. (\ (l/

e regions help us to see Earth as an integrated system of places a ea@.se organized by such principles
as landform types, political units, economic patterns and cultu@gn&g

e people depend on, adapt to, and/or modify the environme @M sic needs. Human actions modified
the physical environment and in turn, the physical envir@n‘t&qi d and/or promoted human activities in

the settlement of the United States. Q)@ o
Grade 5 Skills and Concepts 66 O6
Students will ?\ QQ
e demonstrate an understanding of patterng GIP/ e QPQS surface, using a variety of geographic tools (e.g.,
maps, globes, charts, graphs): Q AN
o locate, in absolute or relative termg, aj&%dforms and bodies of water in the United States
o locate and explain patterns on &% ce (e.g., how different factors such as rivers, mountains and
plains impact where human itiegCge located)
e investigate regions on the Ea ‘@ and analyze information from print and non-print sources (e.g.,

documents, informational sage ts, interviews, digital and environmental):

o explain how places%;aze i in the U.S. are defined by their human characteristics (e.g., language,
settlement patterns, Ii{@s beliefs) and physical characteristics (e.g., climate, landforms, bodies of
water)

o locate and describ \[erns of human settlement and explain how these patterns were influenced by
the physical char ristics (e.g., climate, landforms, bodies of water) of places and regions in the
United States ¢

o investigate how advances in technology (e.g., dams, roads, air conditioning, irrigation) over time have
allowed people to settle in places previously inaccessible in the United States

e investigate how humans modify the physical environment:

o describe how people modified the physical environment (e.g., dams, roads, bridges) to meet their
needs during the early settlement of the United States

o analyze how the physical environment (e.g., mountains as barriers or protection, rivers as barriers or
transportation) promoted and restricted human activities during the early settlement of the United
States

o explain how different perspectives of individuals and groups impact decisions about the use of land
(e.g., farming, industrial, residential, recreational) in the United States
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Big Idea: Historical Perspective

History is an account of events, people, ideas, and their interaction over time that can be interpreted through
multiple perspectives. In order for students to understand the present and plan for the future, they must
understand the past. Studying history engages students in the lives, aspirations, struggles, accomplishments,
and failures of real people. Students need to think in an historical context in order to understand significant ideas,
beliefs, themes, patterns and events, and how individuals and societies have changed over time in Kentucky, the
United States, and the World.

Academic Expectations
2.20 Students understand, analyze, and interpret historical events, conditions, trends, and issues to develop
historical perspective.

Grade 5 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e history is an account of human activities that is interpretive in nature. A variety of tools (e.g., primary and
secondary sources) are needed to understand and analyze historical events.
¢ the history of the United States can be analyzed by examining significant eras (Colonization and
Settlement, Revolution and a New Nation, Expansion and Conflict, Industrialiga{ién and
Immigration and the Twentieth Century) to develop a chronological ers&?&g and recognize cause
and effect relationships and multiple causation, tying past to pre
e the history of the United States has been impacted by significq\' divg S, groups and advances in

technology. Q N
e geography, culture, and economics have a significant im‘@@?ond@rical perspectives and events.

Grade 5 Skills and Concepts @6 \(\
Students will Q@ O
¢ demonstrate an understanding of the interpretay na’@of history using a variety of tools (e.g., primary
and secondary sources): Q
o investigate and chronologically descr'ﬂ@aj %nts in United States history (e.g., using timelines,
charts, fictional and report writing, (ﬁ la
o explain and draw inferences aboyg the i
o examine cause and effect rela('Q@n'
multiple causes of major hi al
o explain reasons that indi Is
o research influences/cogtributi
the arts) of the Uni tate\Qday
e use information from pri mon-print sources (e.g., documents, informational passages/texts,
interviews, digital and enyjr ental):
o examine factual a@lional accounts of significant historical events and people in United States
history
o explore change éver time (e.g., transportation, communication, education, technology, lifestyles and
conditions) in the United States
o compare reasons (e.g., freedoms, opportunities, fleeing negative situations) immigrants came/come
to America
o investigate the events surrounding patriotic symbols, songs, landmarks (e.g., American flag, Statue
of Liberty, the Star-Spangled Banner), and selected readings (e.g., Dr. Martin Luther King’s speech: |
Have a Dream), and explain their historical significance
e investigate patterns across in U.S. history (e.g., major events/conflicts/culture; compare with major
events/conflicts/culture to the present)

ance of major events in United States history
the history of the United States; identify examples of

groups explored and settled in the United States
f diverse groups to the culture (e.g., beliefs, traditions, literature,
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Kentucky Academic Standards — Social Studies — Sixth Grade

Social studies at the middle level has a different level/grade context each year. For example,
grade six includes world geography through an integrated social studies perspective. Grade
seven focuses on an integrated study of world history from the earliest civilizations to 1500 A.D.
Grade eight covers the history of the United States from the early inhabitants to Reconstruction.
Regardless of the level/grade context, students incorporate each of the five areas of social
studies in an integrated fashion to explore the content.

The primary purpose of social studies is to help students develop the ability to make informed
decisions as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world. The
skills and concepts found throughout this document reflect this purpose by promoting the belief
that students must develop more than an understanding of social studies content. They must
also be able to apply the content perspectives of several academic fields of the social studies to
personal and public experiences. By stressing the importance of both content knowledge and its
application, the social studies curriculum in Kentucky provides a framework that prepares

students to become productive citizens. Q, Qq’

The social studies content standards at the middle level are d.@? ed with Kentucky’s
Academic Expectations. Social Studies standards are or und five “Big Ideas” that
are important to the discipline of social studies. The five soual studies are:
Government and Civics, Cultures and Societies, Eco cs eography and Historical
Perspective. The Big Ideas, which are more thorou ned in the pages that follow, are

conceptual organizers that are the same at eac eI This consistency ensures students
have multiple opportunities throughout thelr S rs to develop skills and concepts linked

to the Big Ideas. q/ Q\}

Under each Big Idea are statements Knowledge/Understandlngs that represent
overarching generalizations Imked @'deas of social studies. The understandings
represent the desired results ear % will focus upon and what knowledge students will
be able to explain or apply. U&ta& gs can be used to frame development of units of study
and lesson plans.

\(\

Skills and concepts desc% @s that students demonstrate their learning and are specific to
each grade level. The skill d concepts for social studies are fundamental to social studies
literacy and build on pr@grning.

’
The social studies program includes strong literacy connections, active hands-on work with
concrete materials, and appropriate technologies. The social studies curriculum includes and
depends on a number of different types of materials such as textbooks, non-fiction texts,
biographies, autobiographies, journals, maps, hewspapers, photographs and primary
documents. Higher order thinking skills, such as compare, explain, analyze, predict, construct
and interpret, are all heavily dependent on a variety of literacy skills and processes. For
example, in social studies students must be able to understand specialized vocabulary, identify
and comprehend key pieces of information within texts, determine what is fact and what is
opinion, relate information across texts, connect new information to prior knowledge and
synthesize the information to make meaning.
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Big Idea: Government and Civics

The study of government and civics equips students to understand the nature of government and the
unique characteristics of American representative democracy, including its fundamental principles,
structure, and the role of citizens. Understanding the historical development of structures of power,
authority, and governance and their evolving functions in contemporary U.S. society and other parts of
the world is essential for developing civic competence. An understanding of civic ideals and practices of
citizenship is critical to full participation in society and is a central purpose of the social studies.

Academic Expectations

2.14  Students understand the democratic principles of justice, equality, responsibility, and freedom
and apply them to real-life situations.

2.15  Students can accurately describe various forms of government and analyze issues that relate to
the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy.

Grade 6 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings

Students will understand that

the purposes and sources of power in present day governments vary, each reflectlng and impacting the
culture(s) of the people governed.

individual rights of people vary under different forms of government.

democratic governments of the present day function to protect the ri h@ %&d property of their
citizens while promoting the common good. 6

the United States does not exist in isolation; its democratic form ove %ent has played and

continues to play a role in our interconnected society. ((\Q, ‘-1/
PN

0

prc@oc{s present) of the nature of government:

Grade 6 Skills and Concepts

Students will Q)
demonstrate an understanding (e.g., speak, draw, \I\&
describe different forms of government in the pr, Qﬂ da
compare purposes and sources of power in t é Q&mon forms of government (e.g., monarchy,
democracy, republic, dictatorship) in the p

explain how democratic governments oft day function to preserve and protect the rights (e.g.,
voting), liberty, and property of their Ci aking, enacting and enforcing appropriate rules and
laws O
analyze information found in cur%@ve
present day governments an th
describe/give examples of rﬁﬁ d differences between rights and responsibilities of individuals
living in countries with diffefent f of government

analyze information from a vari@ of print and non-print sources (e.g., books, documents, articles,
observations, interviews) towvestigate, explain and answer questions about different forms of
government in the prese y

ews (e.g., TV, radio, Internet, articles) about different
ay reflect/impact culture
riti

’

Kentucky Academic Standards — Social Studies — Sixth Grade 441



Kentucky Department of Education

Big Idea: Cultures and Societies

Culture is the way of life shared by a group of people, including their ideas and traditions. Cultures
reflect the values and beliefs of groups in different ways (e.qg., art, music, literature, religion); however,
there are universals (e.g., food, clothing, shelter, communication) connecting all cultures. Culture
influences viewpoints, rules and institutions in a global society. Students should understand that people
form cultural groups throughout the United States and the World, and that issues and challenges unite and
divide them.

Academic Expectations

2.16  Students observe, analyze, and interpret human behaviors, social groupings, and institutions to
better understand people and the relationships among individuals and among groups.

2.17  Students interact effectively and work cooperatively with the many diverse ethnic and cultural
groups of our nation and world.

Grade 6 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings

Students will understand that

culture is a system of beliefs, knowledge, institutions, customs/traditions, languages and skills shared by
a group of people. Through a society’s culture, individuals learn the reIationships,@rdctures, patterns
and processes to be members of the society. Q,

cultures develop social institutions (e.g., government, economy, edu a@n I n, family) to structure
society, influence behavior and respond to human needs. 6 ,

interactions among individuals and groups assume various formg{e.g. oQ%promise, cooperation,
conflict, competition) and are influenced by culture. %) Q

culture affects how people in a society behave in relation tg ®Jp ard their environment.

an appreciation of the diverse complexity of cultures is es&tial iRour global society.

7
Grade 6 Skills and Concepts @6 0%
Students wil Y L
demonstrate an understanding (e.g., speak, w?»)mg, create) of the complexity of culture by
exploring cultural elements (e.qg., beliefs, ¢ Qg s/ka@itions, languages, skills, literature, the arts) of
diverse groups and explaining how culture&ervee\@ define present day groups and may result in unique
perspectives . - O
investigate social institutions (e.g., f@@y, reddton, education, government, economy) in relation to how

they respond to human needs, re ety and influence behavior in the present day

explain how communications bit, e ups can be influenced by cultural differences; explain how
interactions (e.g., political, 2oQM{ igious, ethnic) can lead to conflict and competition among
individuals and groups in t presgn day

describe conflicts between ind als or groups and explain how compromise and cooperation are
possible choices to resolve flict among individuals and groups in the United States and across
regions of the world in t sent day

compare examples of cultural elements (e.g., language, the arts, customs/traditions, beliefs, skills and
literature) of diverse groups in the present day, including non-western cultures within the United States,
in current events/news using information from a variety of print and non-print sources (e.g., media,
literature, interviews, observations, documentaries, artifacts)
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Big Idea: Economics

Economics includes the study of production, distribution and consumption of goods and services.
Students need to understand how their economic decisions affect them, others, the nation and the
world. The purpose of economic education is to enable individuals to function effectively both in their
own personal lives and as citizens and participants in an increasingly connected world economy.
Students need to understand the benefits and costs of economic interaction and interdependence
among people, societies, and governments.

Academic Expectations
2.18  Students understand economic principles and are able to make economic decisions that have
consequences in daily living.

Grade 6 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings

Students will understand that

the basic economic problem confronting individuals, societies and governments across present day
geographic regions is scarcity: as a result of scarcity, economic choices and decisions must be made.
economic systems (e.g., traditional, command, market, mixed) and a variety of fundamental economic
concepts (e.g., supply and demand, opportunity cost) affect individuals, societies @d‘governments of
the present day. ﬁ (k

individuals, businesses and governments must make economic deci i@ lﬁ}% e use of resources in
the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services.é ,

markets are institutional arrangements that enable buyers and s S to&%hange goods and services.
our global economy provides for a level of interdependence a [ jduals, regions and nations of

the present day.
P <

Grade 6 Skills and Concepts Q7 &
Students will P P
demonstrate an understanding of the nature of 'm%d res\Qrces and scarcity, using a variety of print
and non-print sources (e.g., news media, nev% QQN}S, textbook, Internet) to investigate present day
economic problems within the U.S. and in reqjoNs:

explain how scarcity requires individuals Sﬁ@ governments to make decisions about the use of

productive resources (e.g., natural rqfﬁi@es, an resources and capital goods)
n

compare economic systems (e.g., trgtiongk\dommand, market, mixed)
explain how the prices of goods er( are determined by supply and demand in market
economies X

demonstrate an understan 'r@%f ts by providing scenarios to illustrate how goods and services
are exchanged; explain ho mon&an be used to express the market value of goods and services;
describe the relationship betwé@money and ease of trading, borrowing, investing and saving; analyze
the connections between ¢ mic conditions and current events of the present day

investigate the producti distribution of goods and services in present day societies:

describe how competitioh among buyers and sellers impacts the price of goods and services

explain ways in which societies (within the U.S. and in world regions) address basic economic questions
(e.g., how resources are used to produce goods and services, how regions increase productivity) about
the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services

analyze examples that demonstrate interdependence of international economic activities
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Big Idea: Geography

Geography includes the study of the five fundamental themes of location, place, regions, movement and
human/environmental interaction. Students need geographic knowledge to analyze issues and problems
to better understand how humans have interacted with their environment over time, how geography has
impacted settlement and population, and how geographic factors influence climate, culture, the
economy and world events. A geographic perspective also enables students to better understand the
past and present and to prepare for the future.

Academic Expectations
2.19  Students recognize and understand the relationship between people and geography and apply
their knowledge in real-life situations.

Grade 6 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings

Students will understand that

the use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, photographs, models, charts, graphs, databases, and
satellite images) and mental maps helps interpret information, analyze patterns and spatial data, and
solve geographic issues in the present day.

patterns emerge as humans move, settle, and interact on Earth’s surface and cane/identified by
examining the location of physical and human characteristics, how they, a%earrf%d, and why they are
in particular locations. Economic, political, cultural and social proces e@n ] shape patterns of
human populations, interdependence, cooperation and conflict. 4
regions help us to see Earth as an integrated system of places a eatlhg@ organized by such

principles as landform types, political units, economic patterns @ al groups.
people depend on, adapt to, or modify the environment to bagicWeeds. Human actions modify the
physical environment and in turn, the physical environme@f«ﬁmits‘&)romotes human activities in the

present day.

citizens in an interdependent global community cha hei(ﬁvironment through the use of land and
other resources. Many of the important issues f c%‘soc@es and nations involve the consequences of
interactions between human and physical sy .
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Big Idea: Geography — Continued

Grade 6 Skills and Concepts

Students will

demonstrate an understanding of patterns on the Earth’s surface, using a variety of geographic tools
(e.g., maps, globes, charts, graphs, satellite images):

locate, in absolute and relative terms, landforms and bodies of water

locate and interpret patterns on Earth’s surface (e.g., how different factors, such as rivers, mountains
and plains affect where human activities are located)

investigate regions of the Earth’s surface using information from print and non-print sources (e.g.,
books, films, magazines, Internet, geographic tools):

explain relationships between and among physical characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies of water,
valleys) of present day regions and how they are made distinctive by human characteristics (e.g., dams,
roads, urban centers); describe advantages and disadvantages for human activities (e.g., exploration,
migration, trade, settlement) that resulted

describe patterns of human settlement in the present day; explain relationships between these patterns
and human needs; analyze how factors (e.g., war, famine, disease, economic opportunity, technology)
impact human migration today

evaluate how availability of technology, resources and knowledge caus@laceel%d regions in the
present day to change

interpret current events in the world from a geographic perspective O (1/

investigate interactions among human activities and the physical iro tin the present day:
explain how people modify the physical environment (e.g., dan@y'yo bridges) to meet their needs in
different regions

describe how the physical environment can promote oréﬂct htr&n activities (e.g., exploration,
migration, trade, settlement, development) in the pr ay

explain cause and effect relationships between th r&ral urces of a place or region and its
political, social and economic development 9?“

describe how individual and group perspectiv?&u use (e.g., urban development, recycling) of
natural resources using current events

f\
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Big Idea: Historical Perspective

History is an account of events, people, ideas, and their interaction over time that can be interpreted
through multiple perspectives. In order for students to understand the present and plan for the future,
they must understand the past. Studying history engages students in the lives, aspirations, struggles,
accomplishments and failures of real people. Students need to think in an historical context in order to
understand significant ideas, beliefs, themes, patterns and events, and how individuals and societies
have changed over time in Kentucky, the United States and the World.

Academic Expectations
2.20  Students understand, analyze, and interpret historical events, conditions, trends, and issues to
develop historical perspective.

Grade 6 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings

Students will understand that

interactions among countries and people are complex because of cultural, political, economic,
geographic and historical differences.

people and groups react and adapt to change over time in a variety of ways based on their needs, goals
and experiences.

4
Q
Grade 6 Skills and Concepts \Q’ Qq/
Students will O O@)ﬂ/

demonstrate an understanding of the interpretative nature of hi@ usi variety of tools and

resources (e.g., primary and secondary sources, Internet, tim S, S):
investigate and chronologically describe (e.g., using timeline@sthayts Wictional and report writing, role
playing) major events in present day regions of the world drasNhferences about their importance

examine potential causes of recent historical events ap@s o%?nnections among causes and effects;
use cause-effect relationships to identify patterns f&oric ange influenced by government, culture,
economics and/or geography %‘

analyze historical events, conditions and per ivi ifferent individuals and groups (e.g., by
gender, race, region, ethnic group, age, e iC\t s, religion, political group) in present day regions
of the world

analyze major historical events andopqxg in [Qgent day regions of the world using information from
p

print and non-print sources (e.g., biA’ hiqéi%uutobiographies, films, magazines, Internet)
S
QO \\(\
)
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Kentucky Academic Standards — Social Studies — Seventh Grade

Social studies at the middle level has a different level/grade context each year. For example,
grade six includes world geography through an integrated social studies perspective. Grade
seven focuses on an integrated study of world history from the earliest civilizations to 1500 A.D.
Grade eight covers the history of the United States from the early inhabitants to Reconstruction.
Regardless of the level/grade context, students incorporate each of the five areas of social
studies in an integrated fashion to explore the content.

The primary purpose of social studies is to help students develop the ability to make informed
decisions as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world. The
skills and concepts found throughout this document reflect this purpose by promoting the belief
that students must develop more than an understanding of social studies content. They must
also be able to apply the content perspectives of several academic fields of the social studies to
personal and public experiences. By stressing the importance of both content knowledge and its
application, the social studies curriculum in Kentucky provides a framework that prepares

students to become productive citizens.

Do
The social studies content standards at the middle level are d|@ ed with Kentucky’s
Academic Expectations. Social Studies standards are or und five “Big Ideas” that
are important to the discipline of social studies. The five soual studies are:
Government and Civics, Cultures and Societies, Eco cs eography and Historical
Perspective. The Big Ideas, which are more thorou ned in the pages that follow, are

conceptual organizers that are the same at eac eI This consistency ensures students
have multiple opportunities throughout thelr S rs to develop skills and concepts linked

to the Big Ideas. q/ Q\}

Under each Big Idea are statements Knowledge/Understandlngs that represent
overarching generalizations Imked @'deas of social studies. The understandings
represent the desired results ear % will focus upon and what knowledge students will
be able to explain or apply. UI&I% gs can be used to frame development of units of study
and lesson plans.

\(\

Skills and concepts desc% @s that students demonstrate their learning and are specific to
each grade level. The skill d concepts for social studies are fundamental to social studies
literacy and build on pr@grning.

’
The social studies program includes strong literacy connections, active hands-on work with
concrete materials, and appropriate technologies. The social studies curriculum includes and
depends on a number of different types of materials such as textbooks, non-fiction texts,
biographies, autobiographies, journals, maps, hewspapers, photographs and primary
documents. Higher order thinking skills, such as compare, explain, analyze, predict, construct
and interpret, are all heavily dependent on a variety of literacy skills and processes. For
example, in social studies students must be able to understand specialized vocabulary, identify
and comprehend key pieces of information within texts, determine what is fact and what is
opinion, relate information across texts, connect new information to prior knowledge and
synthesize the information to make meaning.
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Big Idea: Government and Civics

The study of government and civics equips students to understand the nature of government and the
unique characteristics of American representative democracy, including its fundamental principles,
structure, and the role of citizens. Understanding the historical development of structures of power,
authority, and governance and their evolving functions in contemporary U.S. society and other parts of
the world is essential for developing civic competence. An understanding of civic ideals and practices of
citizenship is critical to full participation in society and is a central purpose of the social studies.

Academic Expectations

2.14  Students understand the democratic principles of justice, equality, responsibility, and freedom
and apply them to real-life situations.

2.15  Students can accurately describe various forms of government and analyze issues that relate to
the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy.

Grade 7 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
forms of government in world civilizations prior to 1500 A.D. had similarities and differences in their

purposes and sources of power. ’

the key ideals (e.g., citizenship, justice, equality, and rule of law) of a d@cratlc@—n of government
were practiced in some world civilizations prior to 1500 A.D. $\

individual rights in world civilizations prior to 1500 A.D. varied unde egﬂdrms of government.
Grade 7 Skills and Concepts Q,(\ Q

Students will q/

demonstrate an understanding (e.g., speak, draw, write, cts ~£r\esent) of the nature of government:
explain the role of government (e.g., establishing orde ow%@ security, achieving common goals) in
world civilizations prior to 1500 A.D. and make conn65 fons ow government influences culture,

society and the economy

compare different forms of government, and ur and sources of power in the most common
forms of government (e.g., monarchy, de ¢, dictatorship) in world civilizations prior to
1500 A.D.

analyze how some world civilizations A D. (e.g. Greece, Rome) demonstrated the use of
democratic principles (e.g., justice, y ponsibility, freedom)
compare rights and responsibility als in world civilizations prior to 1500 A.D. to the rights and

responsibilities of U.S. citizens
analyze information from ét tand non-print sources (e.g., books, documents, articles,
observations, interviews, Infernetgouirces) to research, explain and answer questions about
governments and people of vxd@civilizations prior to 1500 A.D.

&

’

Kentucky Academic Standards — Social Studies — Seventh Grade 448



Kentucky Department of Education

Big Idea: Cultures and Societies

Culture is the way of life shared by a group of people, including their ideas and traditions. Cultures
reflect the values and beliefs of groups in different ways (e.g., art, music, literature, religion); however,
there are universals (e.g., food, clothing, shelter, communication) connecting all cultures. Culture
influences viewpoints, rules and institutions in a global society. Students should understand that people
form cultural groups throughout the United States and the World, and that issues and challenges unite
and divide them.

Academic Expectations

2.16  Students observe, analyze, and interpret human behaviors, social groupings, and institutions to
better understand people and the relationships among individuals and among groups.

2.17  Students interact effectively and work cooperatively with the many ethnic and cultural groups of
our nation and world.

Grade 7 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings

Students will understand that

culture is a system of beliefs, knowledge, institutions, customs/traditions, languages and skills shared by
a group of people. Through a society’s culture, individuals learn the reIationships,@rdctures, patterns
and processes to be members of the society. Q,

cultures develop social institutions (e.g., government, economy, edu a@n I n, family) to structure
society, influence behavior and respond to human needs. 6 ,

%promise, cooperation,

interactions among individuals and groups assume various form 9., &

conflict, competition) and are influenced by culture. %) Q

culture affects how people in a society behave in relation tg @ine their environment.
%° N

Grade 7 Skills and Concepts Q7 &
Students will P P
demonstrate an understanding (e.g., speak, dray, \rite , Ccreate) of the complexity of culture by
exploring cultural elements (e.qg., beliefs, cus% \
diverse groups and explaining how culture@ d
A.D. and resulted in unigque perspectives

investigate social institutions (e.g., fami %@educaﬁon, government, economy) in relation to how

tr?;e s, languages, skills, literature, the arts) of
t(b% fine groups in world civilizations prior to 1500

they responded to human needs, str. re iety and influenced behavior in world civilizations prior to
1500 A.D.
explain how communications hgtwee ups can be influenced by cultural differences; explain how
interactions lead to conflic\ﬁ@ (o] ftion (e.g., political, economic, religious, ethnic) among
individuals and groups in Id ciQIi ations prior to 1500 A.D.

describe conflicts between indﬁ@.lals or groups and explain how compromise and cooperation were
possible choices to reso@ﬂict among individuals and groups in world civilizations prior to 1500 A.D.

compare examples of ¢ elements (e.q., beliefs, customs/traditions, language, skills, the arts,
literature) using informagioh from a variety of print and non-print sources (e.g., media, literature,
interviews, observations, documentaries, artifacts) to analyze how cultures in world civilizations prior to
1500 A.D. have influenced cultures of today
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Big Idea: Economics

Economics includes the study of production, distribution and consumption of goods and services.
Students need to understand how their economic decisions affect them, others, the nation and the
world.

The purpose of economic education is to enable individuals to function effectively both in their own
personal lives and as citizens and participants in an increasingly connected world economy. Students
need to understand the benefits and costs of economic interaction and interdependence among people,
societies, and governments.

Academic Expectations
2.18  Students understand economic principles and are able to make economic decisions that have
consequences in daily living.

Grade 7 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings

Students understand that

the basic economic problem confronting individuals, societies and governments in world civilizations
prior to 1500 A.D. was scarcity: as a result of scarcity, economic choices and decisions had to be made.
the study of economics includes a variety of fundamental economic concepts (e.gmStipply and demand,
opportunity cost) that apply to individuals, societies and governments |r\mrld c‘%?ations prior to 1500
A.D.

individuals, groups and governments in world civilizations prior to 1@ D@ de economic decisions

about the use of resources in the production, distribution and co ptl f goods and services.
Grade 7 Skills and Concepts 6\ q/

Students will

demonstrate an understanding of the nature of limited our%}and scarcity, using information from a

variety of print and non-print sources (e.g., textbo ernghresource materials) to investigate world
civilizations prior to 1500 A.D.: %‘

explain how scarcity requires individuals, gro Q@ernments to make decisions about use of
productive resources (e.g., hatural resour sources and capital goods)

compare economic systems and explain t on &of supply and demand in world civilizations prior to
1500 A.D.

describe how goods and services W( exc
investigate the production and dj utio
explaining ways in which soci {?] ad
to produce goods and ser gz
productivity) about the prodNc

ed in world civilizations prior to 1500 A.D.

goods and services in world civilizations prior to 1500 A.D.
ed basic economic questions (e.g., how resources were used
knowledge, technology/tools, and specialization increased
t|0n¢\d| tribution and consumption of goods and services

éO
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Big Idea: Geography

Geography includes the study of the five fundamental themes of location, place, regions, movement and
human/environmental interaction. Students need geographic knowledge to analyze issues and problems
to better understand how humans have interacted with their environment over time, how geography has
impacted settlement and population, and how geographic factors influence climate, culture, the
economy and world events. A geographic perspective also enables students to better understand the
past and present and to prepare for the future.

Academic Expectations
2.19  Students recognize and understand the relationship between people and geography and apply
their knowledge in real-life situations.

Grade 7 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings

Students will understand that

the use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, photographs, models, charts, graphs) and mental maps
helps interpret information, analyze patterns and spatial data, and better understand geographic issues
in world civilizations prior to 1500 A.D.

patterns emerge as humans move, settle, and interact on Earth’s surface, and ¢ ¢ identified by
examining the location of physical and human characteristics, how they arr. , and why they are
in particular locations. Economic, political, cultural and social proces to shape patterns of
human populations, interdependence, cooperation and conflict in w m@ jons prior to 1500 A.D.
regions help us to see Earth as an integrated system of places apMeat organized by such

principles as landform types, political units, economic patterns @j al groups.
people depended on, adapted to, or modified the environm 0 asic needs. Human actions
modified the physical environment and in turn, the physi nvirbﬁent limited or promoted human

activities in world civilizations prior to 1500 A.D. a.Q’
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Big Idea: Geography — Continued

Grade 7 Skills and Concepts

Students will

demonstrate an understanding of patterns on the Earth’s surface, using a variety of geographic tools
(e.g., maps, globes, charts, graphs):

locate, in absolute or relative terms, landforms and bodies of water

locate and interpret patterns on Earth’s surface, explaining how different factors (e.g., rivers, mountains,
seacoasts, deserts) impacted where human activities were located in world civilizations prior to 1500
A.D.

investigate regions of the Earth’s surface in world civilizations prior to 1500 A.D. using information from
print and non-print sources (e.g., books, films, magazines, Internet, geographic tools):

explain relationships between and among physical characteristics of regions during the time of world
civilizations prior to 1500 A.D., and explain how regions were made distinctive (e.g., dams, irrigation,
roads) by human characteristics; describe advantages and disadvantages for human activities (e.g.,
exploration, migration, trade, settlement) that resulted

describe patterns of human settlement in world civilizations prior to 1500 A.D.; explain relationships
between these patterns and human needs; analyze how factors (e.g., war, famin%jiéease, economic
opportunity and technology) impacted human migration Ab (1/

evaluate how availability of technology, resources and knowledge ¢ @ Ip@ and regions to evolve
and change 6 ’

analyze current events to compare geographic perspectives of t witRIHose of world civilizations
prior to 1500 A.D. %) Q

investigate interactions among human activities and the ph&l epvidnment:

explain how people of world civilizations prior to 1500 A. ed hémology (e.g., dams, roads, bridges)
to modify the physical environment to meet their need%Q) <

describe how the physical environment promoted Qr ggstrict uman activities (e.g., exploration,
migration, trade, settlement, development) of worldClvili ns prior to 1500 A.D.

analyze cause and effect relationships betwe e | resources of world civilizations prior to 1500

A.D. and their political, social and economj eIgQ nt
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Big Idea: Historical Perspective

History is an account of events, people, ideas and their interaction over time that can be interpreted
through multiple perspectives. In order for students to understand the present and plan for the future,
they must understand the past. Studying history engages students in the lives, aspirations, struggles,
accomplishments and failures of real people. Students need to think in an historical context in order to
understand significant ideas, beliefs, themes, patterns and events, and how individuals and societies
have changed over time in Kentucky, the United States and the World.

Academic Expectations
2.20  Students understand, analyze, and interpret historical events, conditions, trends, and issues to
develop historical perspective.

Grade 7 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
history is an account of human activities that is interpretive in nature, and a variety of tools (e.g., primary
and secondary sources, timelines, Internet, maps) are needed to analyze historical events in world
civilizations prior to 1500 A.D.
world civilizations prior to 1500 A.D. can be examined in order to develop chronolggi¢al understanding,
recognize cause-effect relationships, and interpret historical events. %a
geography and natural resources had a significant impact on world h's@»’ y@t}pectives and events
prior to 1500 A.D. %
advances in science and technology had a significant impact onhﬁloricb&ents in world civilizations
prior to 1500 A.D. %) Q
each era (e.g., Beginnings to Human Society, Early Civiliza 0@5 e@écal Civilizations, Major
ia%%is %&Nestern Civilizations, and
. the history of world civilizations had
O

Civilizations, States and Empires, Medieval Europe and e
Exploration as it relates to world civilizations prior to 15@)
social, political, economic and/or cultural characte(i&@ X
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Big Idea: Historical Perspective — Continued

Grade 7 Skills and Concepts
Students will
demonstrate an understanding of the interpretative nature of history using a variety of tools and
resources (e.g., primary and secondary sources, Internet, timelines, maps):
investigate and chronologically describe (e.g., using timelines, charts, fictional and report writing, role
playing) significant events in world civilizations prior to 1500 A.D. and draw inferences about their
importance
examine multiple cause and effect relationships that have shaped history throughout world civilizations
prior to 1500 A.D.
analyze historical events, conditions and perspectives of different individuals and groups (e.g., by
gender, race, region, ethnic group, age, economic status, religion, political group) in world civilizations
prior to 1500 A.D.
investigate, using primary and secondary sources (e.g., biographies, films, magazines, Internet
resources, textbooks, artifacts), to answer questions about, locate examples of, or interpret factual and
fictional accounts of major historical events and people:
explain how early hunters and gatherers (Paleolithic and Neolithic) developed neywtethnologies
describe the contributions made by world civilizations prior to 1500 A.D %g EQ@ Mesopotamia, the
Indus River Valley, the Middle East, India, China) to society and ana Q\i et ct these contributions
made to future generations
examine the rise of classical civilizations and empires (e.g., Gre and e) and analyze their lasting
impacts on the world in the areas of government, philosophy, it , art, drama and literature
describe the rise of western civilizations (e.g., Mayan, Inca tec) atl non-western civilizations (e.g.,
Egyptian, Chinese, Indian, Persian) and analyze ways ingﬁﬂch thgske cultures influenced government,
philosophy, art, drama and literature in the present day@
explain how the movement of goods affected settl pa@%s in and relations between early
civilizations, empires, nations and states (e.g., Asi fri nd the Americas)
examine developments during the Middle Ag .g.gﬁm, nation states, monarchies, religious
institutions, limited government, trade) an ri sulting influences on modern societies
describe how the Age of Exploration (worlt{gvili ns prior to 1500 A.D.) caused diverse cultures to
interact in various forms (e.g., compro§@, G ration, conflict, competition); explain how

nd@é

governments expanded their territoLi’Qs eloped new technologies
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Kentucky Academic Standards — Social Studies — Eighth Grade

Social studies at the middle level has a different level/grade context each year. For example,
grade six includes world geography through an integrated social studies perspective. Grade
seven focuses on an integrated study of world history from the earliest civilizations to 1500 A.D.
Grade eight covers the history of the United States from the early inhabitants to Reconstruction.
Regardless of the level/grade context, students incorporate each of the five areas of social
studies in an integrated fashion to explore the content.

The primary purpose of social studies is to help students develop the ability to make informed
decisions as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world. The
skills and concepts found throughout this document reflect this purpose by promoting the belief
that students must develop more than an understanding of social studies content. They must
also be able to apply the content perspectives of several academic fields of the social studies to
personal and public experiences. By stressing the importance of both content knowledge and its
application, the social studies curriculum in Kentucky provides a framework that prepares

students to become productive citizens.

Do
The social studies content standards at the middle level are d|@ ed with Kentucky’s
Academic Expectations. Social Studies standards are or und five “Big Ideas” that
are important to the discipline of social studies. The five soual studies are:
Government and Civics, Cultures and Societies, Eco cs eography and Historical
Perspective. The Big Ideas, which are more thorou ned in the pages that follow, are

conceptual organizers that are the same at eac eI This consistency ensures students
have multiple opportunities throughout thelr S rs to develop skills and concepts linked

to the Big Ideas. q/ Q\}

Under each Big Idea are statements Knowledge/Understandlngs that represent
overarching generalizations Imked @tdeas of social studies. The understandings
represent the desired results ear % will focus upon and what knowledge students will
be able to explain or apply. UI&I% gs can be used to frame development of units of study
and lesson plans.

\(\

Skills and concepts desc% @s that students demonstrate their learning and are specific to
each grade level. The skill d concepts for social studies are fundamental to social studies
literacy and build on pr@grning.

’
The social studies program includes strong literacy connections, active hands-on work with
concrete materials, and appropriate technologies. The social studies curriculum includes and
depends on a number of different types of materials such as textbooks, non-fiction texts,
biographies, autobiographies, journals, maps, hewspapers, photographs and primary
documents. Higher order thinking skills, such as compare, explain, analyze, predict, construct
and interpret, are all heavily dependent on a variety of literacy skills and processes. For
example, in social studies students must be able to understand specialized vocabulary, identify
and comprehend key pieces of information within texts, determine what is fact and what is
opinion, relate information across texts, connect new information to prior knowledge and
synthesize the information to make meaning.
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Big Idea: Government and Civics

The study of government and civics equips students to understand the nature of government and the
unique characteristics of American representative democracy, including its fundamental principles,
structure, and the role of citizens. Understanding the historical development of structures of power,
authority, and governance and their evolving functions in contemporary U.S. society and other parts of
the world is essential for developing civic competence. An understanding of civic ideals and practices of
citizenship is critical to full participation in society and is a central purpose of the social studies.

Academic Expectations

2.14  Students understand the democratic principles of justice, equality, responsibility, and freedom
and apply them to real-life situations.

2.15  Students can accurately describe various forms of government and analyze issues that relate to
the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy.

Grade 8 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings

Students will understand that

the American political system developed from a colonial base of representative democracy by the
actions of people who envisioned an independent country and new purposes for ¢overnment.
the United States government was formed to establish order, provide s@ity a ccomplish common
goals. (\ Q

the fundamental values and principles (e.qg., liberty, justice, individu@u nq}fgnity, the rule of law) of
American representative democracy as expressed in historical dglsme .g., the Declaration of
Independence, the Constitution of the United States) are endy ap@emain significant today.

the Constitution of the United States establishes a govern Qﬁt\of @i d powers that are shared among
different levels and branches. The Constitution is a docur%lt tha\san be changed from time to time
through both formal and informal processes (e.g., am@nerp.o‘zcourt cases, executive actions) to meet
the needs of its citizens. (%] (@)

as members of a democratic society, all citizengme UQ@d States have certain rights and
responsibilities, including civic participation. 2\
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Big Idea: Government and Civics — Continued

Grade 8 Skills and Concepts
Students will
demonstrate an understanding (e.g., illustrate, write, model, projects, present) of the nature of
government:
explain the role of government (e.g., establishing order, providing security, achieving common goals) in
the United States prior to Reconstruction and make connections to how government influences culture,
society and the economy
describe how democratic governments in the United States prior to Reconstruction functioned to
preserve and protect the rights (e.g., voting), liberty and property of their citizens by making, enacting
and enforcing rules and laws (e.g., constitutions, laws, statutes)
compare purposes and sources of power in the most common forms of government (e.g., monarchy,
democracy, republic)
investigate the Constitution of the United States:
examine ways the Constitution is a document that can be changed from time to time through both formal
and informal processes (e.g., amendments, court cases, executive actions) to meet the needs of its
citizens
explain the political process established by the U.S. Constitution and wgyg the Qtltutlon separates
power among the legislative, executive and judicial branches to prev r§$& ntration of political
power and to establish a system of checks and balances
analyze why the powers of the state and federal governments ar{\ meh&s shared and sometimes
separated (federalism)
make inferences about and among significant historical eve orical documents (e.g., the
Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of the Uni tate%}o illustrate connections to
democratic principles and guaranteed rights for all CItI
explain pros and cons of how citizen responS|b|I|t| |pate in community activities, vote in
elections) and duties (e.g., obey the law, pay ta erv a jury, register for the military) impact the
U.S. government’s ability to function as a de
analyze information from a variety of prin ﬁ? on Qt sources (e.g., books, documents, articles,

()

interviews, Internet) to research answers and explore issues
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Big Idea: Cultures and Societies

Culture is the way of life shared by a group of people, including their ideas and traditions. Cultures
reflect the values and beliefs of groups in different ways (e.qg., art, music, literature, religion); however,
there are universals (e.g., food, clothing, shelter, communication) connecting all cultures. Culture
influences viewpoints, rules and institutions in a global society. Students should understand that people
form cultural groups throughout the United States and the World, and that issues and challenges unite
and divide them.

Academic Expectations

2.16  Students observe, analyze, and interpret human behaviors, social groupings, and institutions to
better understand people and the relationships among individuals and among groups.

2.17  Students interact effectively and work cooperatively with the many diverse ethnic and cultural
groups of our nation and world.

Grade 8 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings

Students will understand that

culture is a system of beliefs, knowledge, institutions, customs/traditions, languages and skills shared by
a group of people. Through a society’s culture, individuals learn the reIationships,@rdctures, patterns
and processes to be members of the society. Q,

cultures develop social institutions (e.g., government, economy, edu a@n I n, family) to structure
society, influence behavior, and respond to human needs. 6 ,

interactions among individuals and groups assume various formi@.g. oQ%promise, cooperation,
conflict, competition) and are influenced by culture. %) Q

multiple factors contributed to the cultural diversity of the Un@ St t‘&'prior to Reconstruction; an
understanding and appreciation of the diverse complexit ultﬂvé is essential in our society.

Grade 8 Skills and Concepts @6 0%

Students will Ve Q
demonstrate an understanding (e.g., speak, q«@ W?»)mg, create) of the nature of culture by
exploring cultural elements (e.qg., beliefs, ¢ Qg s/ka@itions, languages, skills, literature, the arts) of

diverse groups in the United States prior to [Rec ction and explain how culture served to define
specific groups and resulted in unique pegtyes

investigate social institutions (e.g., fgRNy, refQon, education, government, economy) in relation to how
they responded to human need ctu\{' ociety and influenced behavior in the United States prior to

Reconstruction

explain how communicatio @tw roups were influenced by cultural differences; explain how
interactions influenced conifct ang cbmpetition (e.g., political, economic, religious, ethnic) among
individuals and groups in the d States prior to Reconstruction

describe conflicts between ipdwiduals or groups and explain how compromise and cooperation were
possible choices to reso nflict among individuals and groups in the United States prior to
Reconstruction ’

compare examples of cultural elements of today to those in the United States prior to Reconstruction,
using information from a variety of print and non-print sources (e.g., media, literature, interviews,
observations, documentaries, artifacts)
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Big Idea: Economics

Economics includes the study of production, distribution and consumption of goods and services.
Students need to understand how their economic decisions affect them, others, the nation and the
world. The purpose of economic education is to enable individuals to function effectively both in their
own personal lives and as citizens and participants in an increasingly connected world economy.
Students need to understand the benefits and costs of economic interaction and interdependence
among people, societies, and governments.

Academic Expectations
2.18  Students understand economic principles and are able to make economic decisions that have
consequences in daily living.

Grade 8 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings

Students will understand that

the basic economic problem confronting individuals, societies and government in the development of the
United States prior to Reconstruction was scarcity; as a result of scarcity, economic choices and
decisions were made.

the development of the American economic system, institutions and markets priogtp Reconstruction

helped individuals, groups and governments achieve their goals and i ted li the United States.
the United States government and its policies played a major role in ip@ ow the U.S. economy
functioned prior to Reconstruction. ’

individuals, businesses and the government of the U.S. prior to I&ons on made economic
decisions about the use of resources in the production, distrw onsumption of goods and
services.

2 &

Grade 8 Skills and Concepts Q7 &
Students will ©° P
demonstrate an understanding of the nature of 'm%’d res\Qrces and scarcity in the United States prior
to Reconstruction, using information from a v OQ Wt and non-print sources (e.g., news media,
news magazines, textbook, Internet): Q
explain how scarcity required individuals &aup governments to make decisions about use of

S,

productive resources (e.g., natural res an resources and capital goods)

describe how goods and services w exce’)&}ged and how supply and demand and competition
determined prices

analyze cause-effect reIationsI{p@am@éfinancial decisions by individuals and groups and historical
events (@) Q

investigate the production gﬁd disq%ution of goods and services in the United States prior to
Reconstruction: O

examine ways in which basj Xeconomic guestions about the production, distribution and consumption of
goods and services wer@ressed

explain how resources were used to produce goods and services and how profit motivated individuals
and groups to take risks in producing goods and services

analyze how new knowledge, technology/tools and specialization influenced productivity of goods and
services

analyze interdependence of economic activities among individuals and groups in the United States prior
to Reconstruction
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Big Idea: Geography

Geography includes the study of the five fundamental themes of location, place, regions, movement and
human/environmental interaction. Students need geographic knowledge to analyze issues and problems
to better understand how humans have interacted with their environment over time, how geography has
impacted settlement and population, and how geographic factors influence climate, culture, the
economy and world events. A geographic perspective also enables students to better understand the
past and present and to prepare for the future.

Academic Expectations
2.19  Students recognize and understand the relationship between people and geography and apply
their knowledge in real-life situations.

Grade 8 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings

Students will understand that

use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, photographs, models, charts, graphs, databases) and
mental maps helps to interpret information, analyze patterns and spatial data, and understand
geographic issues encountered in the United States prior to Reconstruction.

patterns emerge as humans move, settle, and interact on Earth’s surface and canQe/identified by
examining the location of physical and human characteristics, how they, arra)’?i, and why they are
in particular locations. Economic, political, cultural and social proces e@n @ shape patterns of
human populations, interdependence, cooperation and conflict in th niteg ates prior to

Reconstruction. X

regions help us to see Earth as an integrated system of place éﬁ res organized by such
principles as landform types, political units, economic patter, nd cuWural groups.

people depended on, adapted to, or modified the enviro t to"R)eet basic needs. Human actions
modified the physical environment and in turn, the ph@ ewnment limited or promoted human
activities in the United States prior to Reconstructi'o\rg o)
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Big Idea: Geography — Continued

Grade 8 Skills and Concepts

Students will

demonstrate an understanding of patterns on Earth’s surface using a variety of geographic tools (e.qg.,
maps, globes, charts, graphs, photographs, models):

locate, in absolute or relative terms, landforms and bodies of water

locate, interpret patterns on Earth’s surface, and explain how different physical factors (e.qg., rivers,
mountains, seacoasts) impacted where human activities were located in the United States prior to
Reconstruction

investigate regions of the Earth’s surface in the United States prior to Reconstruction using information
from print and non-print sources (e.g., books, films, magazines, Internet, geographic tools):

explain relationships between and among physical characteristics of regions and how they were made
distinctive by human characteristics (e.g., dams, roads, urban centers); describe

advantages and disadvantages for human activities (e.g., exploration, migration, trade, settlement) that
resulted

describe patterns of human settlement; explain relationships between these patterns and human needs;
analyze how factors (e.g., war, famine, disease, economic opportunity, and techn%)gy) affected human
migration Ab (1/

evaluate how availability of technology, resources and knowledge ¢ @ I@@ and regions to evolve
and change %5 ’

analyze current events to compare geographic perspectives of t Wiﬁ\%ose prior to Reconstruction
investigate interactions among human activities and the physic@®enydment in the United States prior
to Reconstruction:

explain how people used technology to modify the physic&nvirb&ent to meet their needs

describe how the physical environment and different vj oi romoted or restricted human activities
(e.g., exploration, migration, trade, settlement, deve en d land use

analyze cause-effect relationships between an% ong @ral resources and political, social and
economic development O\ 00
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Big Idea: Historical Perspective

History is an account of events, people, ideas, and their interaction over time that can be interpreted
through multiple perspectives. In order for students to understand the present and plan for the future,
they must understand the past. Studying history engages students in the lives, aspirations, struggles,
accomplishments and failures of real people. Students need to think in an historical context in order to
understand significant ideas, beliefs, themes, patterns and events, and how individuals and societies
have changed over time in Kentucky, the United States and the World.

Academic Expectations
2.20  Students understand, analyze, and interpret historical events, conditions, trends, and issues to
develop historical perspective.

Grade 8 Enduring Knowledge — Understandings

Students will understand that

history is an account of human activities that is interpretive in nature, and a variety of tools (e.g., primary
and secondary sources, data, artifacts) are needed to analyze and understand historical events.

U.S. History can be analyzed by examining significant eras (Exploration as it relates to the settlement of
America, The Great Convergence, Colonization and Settlement, Revolution and Klew Nation,
Expansion and Reform, Civil War) to develop chronological understand'r%and q/ nize cause-and-
effect relationships and multiple causation. (\ Q

U.S. History (prior to Reconstruction) has been impacted by signific@ INgh i&'fals and groups.
geography, culture and economics have a significant impact on @oric rspectives and events.
advances in science and technology have a significant impac;\@ iq@al events.

%60‘ .\(\ v
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Big Idea: Historical Perspective — Continued

Grade 8 Skills and Concepts

Students will

demonstrate an understanding of the interpretative nature of history using a variety of tools and
resources (e.g., primary and secondary sources, Internet, timelines, maps):

investigate, describe and analyze significant historical events and conditions in the U.S prior to
Reconstruction, drawing inferences about perspectives of different individuals and groups (e.g., gender,
race, region, ethnic group, age, economic status, religion, political group)

examine multiple cause-effect relationships that have shaped history (e.g., showing how a series of
events are connected)

investigate, using primary and secondary sources (e.g., biographies, films, magazines, Internet
resources, textbooks, artifacts) to answer questions about, locate examples of, or interpret factual and
fictional accounts of major historical events and people:

analyze how exploration and the settlement of America caused diverse cultures to interact in various
forms (e.g., compromise, cooperation, conflict, competition); explain how governments expanded their
territories and the impact this had on the United States prior to Reconstruction

describe events and conditions that led to the "Great Convergence" of European,Afrfcan and Native
American people beginning in the late 15th century; analyze how Amer@, divﬂ@society developed
as a result of these events Q

explain how the ideals of equality and personal liberty (e.g., rise of i@xﬂd@& ¥Ohts, economic freedom,
religious diversity) that developed during the colonial period wer tiva@#ds for the American
Revolution and proved instrumental in forging a new nation _ @) Q

describe how the growth of democracy and geographic exp@on&:‘lﬂrred and were significant to the
development of the United States prior to Reconstructiongg *

compare the political, social, economic and cultural di

agrarianism, federal vs. states' rights) between an %a
differences contributed to the American Civil War %‘
evaluate how advances in science and techno‘&/ c n&uted to the changing American society in the

nc .g., slavery, tariffs, industrialism vs.
% ons of the U.S. and explain how these

United States prior to Reconstruction (\Q ‘A\
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Kentucky Academic Standards — Social Studies — High School

Districts and schools can arrange the essential high school social studies content within the three-
credit requirement to best meet the needs of their students. A local board of education may
substitute an integrated, applied, interdisciplinary, or higher level course for a required course if
the alternative course provides rigorous content and addresses the same academic expectations.

The primary purpose of social studies is to help students develop the ability to make informed and
reasoned decisions for the public good as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an
interdependent world. The skills and concepts found throughout this document reflect this purpose
by promoting the belief that students must develop more than an understanding of content. They
must also be able to apply the content perspectives of the several academic fields of the social
studies to personal and public experiences. By stressing the importance of both content
knowledge and its application, the social studies curriculum in Kentucky provides a framework that
promotes citizenship for all of our students.

The social studies content standards at the high school level are directly aligned with Kentucky's
Academic Expectations. Social Studies standards are organized around f| “Big Ideas” that are
important to the discipline of social studies. The five Big Ideas in seeﬁ lgle are: Government
and Civics, Cultures and Societies, Economics, Geography angqj@t fi erspective. The Big
Ideas, which are more thoroughly explained in the pages that{' @é conceptual organizers

that are the same at each grade level. This consistency en nts have multiple
opportunities throughout their school careers to develop a oncepts linked to the Big
Ideas. 9 &

Under each Big Idea are statements of Enduring Understandlngs that represent
overarching generalizations linked to the Big Id | studies. The understandings
represent the desired results - what learnin fo on and what knowledge students will be
able to explain or apply. Understandings %ﬂ to frame development of units of study and
lesson plans.

Skills and concepts describe Ways.t 95 demonstrate their learning and are specific to

each grade level. The skills and C|aI studies are fundamental to social studies
literacy and build on prior lear

The social studies progr lu ‘?trong literacy connections, active, hands-on work with
concrete materials, and Z?p te technologles The social studies curriculum includes and
depends on a number of t types of materials such as textbooks, non-fiction texts,
biographies, autobiogra é’ journals, maps, newspapers, photographs and primary documents.
Higher order thinking sk , such as compare, explain, analyze, predict, construct and interpret,
are all heavily dependent on a variety of literacy skills and processes. For example, in social
studies students must be able to understand specialized vocabulary, identify and comprehend key
pieces of information within texts, determine what is fact and what is opinion, relate information
across texts, connect new information to prior knowledge and synthesize the information to make
meaning.

Although the social studies program for the high school is divided into five areas, each area is
designed to interact with the others in an integrated fashion. Because of this integration, students
are able to develop broad conceptual understandings in social studies. This style of learning
reflects the developmental nature of children.
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Big Idea: Government and Civics

The study of government and civics equips students to understand the nature of government and the
unique characteristics of American representative democracy, including its fundamental principles,
structure, and the role of citizens. Understanding the historical development of structures of power,
authority, and governance and their evolving functions in contemporary U.S. society and other parts of
the world is essential for developing civic competence. An understanding of civic ideals and practices of
citizenship is critical to full participation in society and is a central purpose of the social studies.

Academic Expectations

2.14  Students understand the democratic principles of justice, equality, responsibility, and freedom
and apply them to real-life situations.

2.15  Students can accurately describe various forms of government and analyze issues that relate to
the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy.

High School Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
o people form governments to establish order, provide security and accomplish common goals.
Governments in the world vary in terms of their sources of power, purpos 4nd effectiveness.
o the Government of the United States, established by the Constignyon, dies the purposes,
values and principles (e.g., liberty, justice, individual human@é‘ ules of law) of
American representative democracy.

e the Constitution of the United States establishes a gove ited powers that are shared
among different levels and branches. The prowsmns Qe Constltutlon have allowed our
government to change over time to meet the changiR® ne f our society.

o all citizens of the United States have certain rig &nSIblhtles as members of a

democratic society.

¢ individual rights in a democracy may, at t|§& onfllct with others’ individual rights, as well
as with the responsibility of governme rot e “common good.”
e the United States does not exist in i mocrat|c form of government has played and

continues to play a considerable rﬂ( erconnected world.

o the level of individual civic enga@s ent@N\& democracy can impact the government’s
effectiveness.

e the development and on \fun ﬁf;}fs of a political system (e.g., elections, political parties,
campaigns, political ide d~§§ture the role of the media) is necessary for a democratic
form of government tp\he effaép

&
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Big Idea: Government and Civics — Continued

High School Skills and Concepts

Students will
e demonstrate an understanding (e.g., illustrate, write, model, present, debate) of the nature of
government:

o examine ways that democratic governments do or do not preserve and protect the rights
and liberties of their constituents (e.g., U.N. Charter, Declaration of the Rights of Man, U.N.
Declaration of Human Rights, U.S. Constitution)

o compare purposes and sources of power of various forms of government in the world, and
analyze their effectiveness in establishing order, providing security and accomplishing goals

o evaluate the relationship between and among the U.S. government's response to
contemporary issues and societal problems (e.g., education, welfare system, health
insurance, childcare, crime) and the needs, wants and demands of its citizens (e.g.,
individuals, political action committees, special interest groups, political parties)

o examine conflicts within and among different governments and analyze their impacts on
historical or current events

e examine issues related to the intent of the Constitution of the United Stat@e(nd its

amendments: \%

o explain the principles of limited government (e.g., rule o dil%lsm checks and
balances, majority rule, protection of minority rights, se wers) and how
effective these principles are in protecting individual @%romotmg the "common

good”

o analyze how powers of government are distrib
and how this distribution of powers works to
legislates on behalf of the people, the Pr
Supreme Court acts on behalf of the [ﬁgp

FXeed

hg\ red among levels and branches,
ect N "common good” (e.g., Congress
ntr sents the people as a nation, the

a hole when it interprets the Constitution)

e investigate the rights of individuals (e. IQ f Information Act, free speech, civic
responsibilities in solving global |ssueﬂ{ how those rights can sometimes be in conflict
with the responsibility of the gover, t

t tect the "common good” (e.g., homeland security

issues, environmental regulation ip, search and seizure), the rights of others (e.g.,

slander, libel), and civic respo@ht’% ., personal belief/responsibility versus civic
responsibility)

e evaluate the impact citiz@w the functioning of a democratic government by assuming
responsibilities (e.g., sgeki assuming leadership positions, voting) and duties (e.qg.,
serving as jurors, g ta&, complying with local, state and federal laws, serving in the
armed forces)

e analyze and synthegj ggvariety of information from print and non-print sources (e.g., books,
documents, articﬁnerviews, Internet, film, media) to research issues, perspectives and

solutions to prob
4
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Big Idea: Cultures and Societies

Culture is the way of life shared by a group of people, including their ideas and traditions. Cultures
reflect the values and beliefs of groups in different ways (e.qg., art, music, literature, religion); however,
there are universals (e.g., food, clothing, shelter, communication) connecting all cultures. Culture
influences viewpoints, rules and institutions in a global society. Students should understand that people
form cultural groups throughout the United States and the World, and that issues and challenges unite
and divide them.

Academic Expectations

2.16  Students observe, analyze, and interpret human behaviors, social groupings, and institutions to
better understand people and the relationships among individuals and among groups.

2.17  Students interact effectively and work cooperatively with the many ethnic and cultural groups of
our nation and world.

High School Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e culture is a system of beliefs, knowledge, institutions, customs/traditions, languages and skills
shared by a group. Through a society’s culture, individuals learn the relat'@ﬁwips, structures,
patterns and processes to be members of the society. Q’ (E/
e social institutions (e.g., government, economy, education, rw, fa@/ respond to human
needs, structure society, and influence behavior within diffekest cpu
e interactions among individuals and groups assume vari
cooperation, conflict, competition) and are influenced
e culture affects how people in a society behave in r
e avariety of factors promote cultural diversity in

S.
or %g compromise,

ul
Yon Q\g Oups and their environment.
iety, Wnation, and the world.

e an appreciation of the diverse nature of cultur e tial in our global society.
9" O
High School Skills and Concepts Qv \}KQ
Students will ?
e demonstrate an understanding of atyad\of culture:
o analyze cultural elements ofugdivers ups in the United States (Reconstruction to present)
o describe how belief syst ; dge, technology, and behavior patterns define cultures

United States (Rec C 0 present) in terms of how they have affected and been

affected by culturafissu d elements

e describe and comﬁr@%o rious human needs are met through interactions with and among
social institutions (e.qg. ily, religion, education, government, economy) in the modern world
(1500 A.D. to prese d the United States (Reconstruction to present)

e explain or give eﬁ@ es of how communications between groups can be influenced by cultural
differences; explaw the reasons why conflict and competition (e.g., violence, difference of
opinion, stereot?pes, prejudice, discrimination, genocide) developed as cultures emerged in the
modern world (1500 A.D. to present) and in the United States (Reconstruction to present)

e describe how compromise and cooperation are characteristics that influence interaction (e.g.,
peace studies, treaties, conflict resolution) in the modern world (1500 A.D. to present) and the
United States (Reconstruction to present)

e compare examples of cultural elements (e.g., beliefs, customs/traditions, languages, skills,
literature, the arts) of diverse groups today to those of the past, using information from a variety
of print and non-print sources (e.g., autobiographies, biographies, documentaries, news media,
artifacts)

o analyze historical pers |ve§ events in the modern world (1500 A.D. to present) and
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Big Idea: Economics

Economics includes the study of production, distribution and consumption of goods and services.
Students need to understand how their economic decisions affect them, others, the nation and the
world. The purpose of economic education is to enable individuals to function effectively both in their
own personal lives and as citizens and participants in an increasingly connected world economy.
Students need to understand the benefits and costs of economic interaction and interdependence
among people, societies, and governments.

Academic Expectations
2.18  Students understand economic principles and are able to make economic decisions that have
consequences in daily living.

High School Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e the basic economic problem confronting individuals, societies and governments is scarcity; as a
result of scarcity, economic choices and decisions must be made.
e economic systems are created by individuals, societies and governments to achieve broad
goals (e.qg., security, growth, freedom, efficiency, equity)
¢ markets (e.g., local, national, global) are institutional arrangem% thga%ble buyers and
sellers to exchange goods and services.
o all societies deal with questions about production, distrib % sumption.
e avariety of fundamental economic concepts (e.g., sup%zgﬁ nd, opportunity cost) affect
individuals, societies and governments. (k
e our global economy provides for a level of interdepﬁn%\a ong individuals, societies and
governments of the world. A
¢ the United States Government and its poIicie@%y a&for role in the performance of the U.S.
economy at both the national and internati
e in a global economy, interdependence Its i nomic conditions and policies in one nation
affecting economic conditions in otlﬂﬁ
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Big Idea: Economics — Continued

High School Skills and Concepts
Students will
e demonstrate an understanding of the nature of limited resources and scarcity in the modern
world (1500 A.D. to present) and the United States (Reconstruction to present):

o explain how scarcity of resources necessitates choices at both the personal and societal
levels, and explain the impact of those choices

o explain how governments with limited budgets consider revenues, costs and opportunity
when planning expenditures

o describe how economic institutions (e.g., corporations, labor unions, banks, stock markets,
cooperatives, partnerships) help to deal with scarcity

e compare and contrast economic systems (e.g., traditional, command, market, mixed), and
evaluate their effectiveness in achieving broad social goals (e.g., freedom, efficiency, equity,
security)

e analyze free enterprise systems, and explain strategies for maximizing profits based on different
roles in the economy (e.g., producers, entrepreneurs, workers, savers and mvestors)

e describe relationships between and among markets (e.g., local, nat|onal Qg) al) and exchange
of goods and services:

o explain factors that influence the supply and demand of©®4 , supply—technology,
cost of inputs, number of sellers; demand—income, pr S|m|Iar products,
consumers' preferences)

o describe how financial and non-financial incentiv e& individuals differently (e.g.,
discounts, sales promotions, trends, personal ICfi

ee&fh level of competition in a market and
@)

o explain or model cause-effect relationships
the number of buyers and sellers
G(" Q@ti-trust legislation, tariff policy, regulatory
%1 the United States and in the global

o research laws and government mand
policy) and analyze their purposes& effe

marketplace Q}
e investigate the production, dlstnblﬁl6 onsumption of goods and services:

o analyze changing relation and among business, labor and government (e.qg.,
unions, anti-trust laws, tar{@ ice controls, subsidies, tax incentives), and examine
the effects of those ch g reﬂ'g onships on production, distribution and consumption in
the United States

o describe how dlf&g fa (e g., new knowledge, technological change, investments in
capital goods apltaI/resources) have increased productivity in the world

e explain results and | elated to interdependence of personal, national and international
economic activities (. & natural resource dependencies, economic sanctions, environmental
and humanitaria@%) in the modern world (1500 A.D. to present) and the United States
(Reconstruction resent):

o analyze how economies of nations around the world (e.g., China, India, Japan) affect and
are affected by American economic policies
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Big Idea: Geography

Geography includes the study of the five fundamental themes of location, place, regions, movement and
human/environmental interaction. Students need geographic knowledge to analyze issues and problems
to better understand how humans have interacted with their environment over time, how geography has
impacted settlement and population, and how geographic factors influence climate, culture, the
economy and world events. A geographic perspective also enables students to better understand the
past and present and to prepare for the future.

Academic Expectations
2.19  Students recognize and understand the relationship between people and geography and apply
their knowledge in real-life situations.

High School Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e patterns emerge as humans move, settle and interact on Earth’s surface, and can be identified
by examining the location of physical and human characteristics, how they are arranged, and
why they are in particular locations. Economic, political, cultural and social processes interact to
shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, cooperation an n’fllct
e regions help us to see the Earth as an integrated system of pIa an res organized by
such principles as landform types, political units, economic pécultural groups. People
vary in how they organize, interpret and use information ab pI nd regions.
¢ human actions modify the physical environment and, |n S|cal environment limits or

promotes human activities

¢ human and physical features of the Earth's surface@ b@qﬁtlfled by absolute and relative
location. @

o the use of maps, geographic tools, and ment s interpret information, analyze
patterns and spatial data, predict consequ?@ a@md/propose solutions to world problems.

e citizens in an interdependent global co nit t their physical environments through the
use of land and other resources.

e environmental changes and physkﬁnd ‘%man geographic factors have influenced world
economic, political, and social ion(\

e many of the important issues fasg ties involve the consequences of interactions between
human and physical syste interrelationships between societies and their physical
environments influence @1 |t| ocally, regionally and globally.
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Big Idea: Geography — Continued

High School Skills and Concepts
Students will
e use a variety of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, charts, graphs, photographs, models, data
bases, satellite images):

o analyze the distribution of physical and human features on Earth's surface

o interpret patterns and develop rationales for the location and distribution of Earth's human
features (e.g., available transportation, location of resources and markets, individual
preference, centralization versus dispersion)

e investigate regions of the Earth’s surface using information from print and non-print sources

(e.g., books, films, periodicals, Internet, geographic tools, news media):

o interpret how places and regions serve as meaningful symbols for individuals and societies
(e.g., Jerusalem, Vietnam Memorial, Ellis Island, the Appalachian region)

o analyze pros and cons of physical (e.g., climate, mountains, rivers) and human
characteristics (e.g., interstate highways, urban centers, workforce) of regions in terms of
human activity

o evaluate reasons for stereotypes (e.g., all cities are dangerous and d “rural areas are
poor) associated with places or regions APe (!(

o explain how cultural differences and perspectives some@ conflicts in the
modern world (1500 A.D. to present) and United States ction to present)

e describe movement and settlement patterns in the mod@ 00 A.D. to present) and

United States (Reconstruction to present): ‘]ﬂ

o analyze the causes of movement and settlem g ines, military conflicts, climate,
economic opportunity) and their impacts in diégrent es and at different times in history

o explain how technology has facilitated th verg1 of goods, services and populations,
increased economic interdependence m@ d development of centers of economic
activity (e.g., cities, interstate high aI@ rivers, railroads, computers,
telecommunications) (]g

ct

e investigate interactions among hugﬁ

world (1500 A.D. to present) an

o describe human strategig
overcome limits of the é}mronment

o interpret and analy obal effects (e.g., global warming, destruction of the
rainforest, acid ral modifications to the physical environment (e.g., deforestation,
mining), pers 0@16 use of natural resources (e.g., oil, water, land), and natural
disasters (e.g., art es, tsunamis, floods)

es (Reconstruction to present):
portation, communication, technology) used to

3& s and the physical environment in the modern

ical

éO
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Big Idea: Historical Perspective

History is an account of events, people, ideas, and their interaction over time that can be interpreted
through multiple perspectives. In order for students to understand the present and plan for the future,
they must understand the past. Studying history engages students in the lives, aspirations, struggles,
accomplishments and failures of real people. Students need to think in an historical context in order to
understand significant ideas, beliefs, themes, patterns and events, and how individuals and societies
have changed over time in Kentucky, the United States and the World.

Academic Expectations
2.20  Students understand, analyze, and interpret historical events, conditions, trends, and issues to
develop historical perspective.

High School Enduring Knowledge — Understandings
Students will understand that
e history is an account of human activities that is interpretive in nature, and a variety of tools (e.g.,
primary and secondary sources, data, artifacts) are needed to analyze historical events.
e history is a series of connected events shaped by multiple cause-effect relatlonshlps tying past

to present.
e geography and natural resources have a significant impact on @ric&@spectives and

events. (!(
e advances in research, science and technology have a S|gp\'Q ct on historical events,
American society, and the global community.

High School Understandings (specific to United States %ﬁ%ry@gﬁ Reconstruction to the
Present)
e U.S. History can be analyzed by examining SI s (Reconstruction, Industrialization,
Progressive Movement, World War |, Gre eﬁ@yn and the New Deal, World War 11, Cold

War, Contemporary United States) to p % logical understanding and recognize
cause-and- effect relationships and le ation.
nifi

e U.S. History has been impacted t|nd|V|duaIs and groups.
e each erain the history of the Uniked St as social, political and economic characteristics.
e the role of the United States+ I'community has evolved into that of a world power.

High School Understandings @ ¢§QWorld Civilizations History, 1500 A.D. to the Present)

e world civilizations (e \Afrﬁ& sian, European, Latin American, Middle Eastern) can be
analyzed by exa ga Si nt eras (Renaissance, Reformation, Age of Exploration, Age of
Revolution, Nationa |sgéd Imperialism, Technological Age, 21st Century) to develop
chronological undera@' ing and recognize cause-effect relationships and multiple causation.

e world civilization, re common characteristics (e.g., government, belief system, economy)
and have been |§ated by significant individuals and groups.

e eacherainthe ﬁ|story of the world has social, political and economic characteristics.

e anincreasingly interdependent world provides challenges and opportunities.
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Big Idea: Historical Perspective — Continued

High School Skills and Concepts
Students will

e demonstrate an understanding of the interpretative nature of history using a variety of tools
(e.g., primary and secondary sources, Internet, timelines, maps, data):

o investigate and analyze perceptions and perspectives (e.g., gender, race, region, ethnic
group, nationality, age, economic status, religion, politics, geographic factors) of people and
historical events in the modern world (world civilizations, U.S. history)

o examine multiple cause-effect relationships that have shaped history (e.g., showing how a
series of events are connected)

e analyze how the United States participates with the global community to maintain and restore
world peace (e.g., League of Nations, United Nations, Cold War politics, Persian Gulf War), and
evaluate the impact of these efforts

e research issues or interpret accounts of historical events in U.S. history using primary and
secondary sources (e.g., biographies, films, periodicals, Internet resources, textbooks, artifacts):
o compare, contrast and evaluate the approaches and effectiveness of Reconstructlon

programs

o explain how the rise of big business, factories, mechanized@mlrg&d the labor
movement have impacted the lives of Americans

o examine the impact of massive immigration (e.g., n tt rns, conflicts in ideas
about national unity amid growing cultural d|verS|ty) %@ il War

o explain and evaluate the impact of significant so n& and economic changes (e.g.,
imperialism to isolationism, industrial capitali a¥lon, political corruption, initiation
of reforms) during the Progressive Movemer‘&orld ar | and the Twenties

o evaluate how the Great Depression, NeW Ip s, and World War Il transformed
America socially and politically at ho X market crash, relief, recovery, reform
initiatives, increased role of gov & ess, influx of women into workforce,
rationing) and reshaped its role m‘[;@ s (emergence of the U.S. as economic and

political superpower)
o analyze economic growth in %ncg@(er WWII (e.g., suburban growth), struggles for racial

and gender equality (e.q,, R@ Movement), the extension of civil liberties, and
conflicts over political i »"McCarthyism, U.S. involvement in Vietnam)

N O
@@\‘
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Big Idea: Historical Perspective — Continued

e research issues or interpret accounts of historical events in world history using primary and
secondary sources (e.g., biographies, films, periodicals, Internet resources, textbooks, artifacts):

o

explain how ideas of the Classical Age (e.g., humanism, developments in art and
architecture, literature, political theories, rediscovery of Greco-Roman philosophies)
impacted people’s perspectives during the Renaissance and Reformation

analyze how new ideas and technologies of the Age of Exploration by Europeans brought
great wealth to the absolute monarchies and resulted in political, economic and social
changes (e.g., disease, religious ideas, technologies, new plants/animals, forms of
government) to the other regions of the world

investigate how political, social and cultural revolutions (e.g., French, Industrial, Bolshevik,
Chinese) brought about changes in science, thought, government, or industry and had long-
range impacts on the modern world

examine how nationalism, militarism, expansionism and imperialism led to conflicts (e.qg.,
World War |, Japanese aggression in China and the Pacific, European imperialism in Africa,
World War Il) and the rise of totalitarian governments (e.g., Communism in Russia, Fascism

in Italy, Nazism in Germany) s
analyze the impact of the rise of both the United States ant&t&e S w‘&lnion to superpower
status following World War Il, development of the Cold ormation of new
nations in Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe, and the Middle \ast ~.»

examine how countries around the world have addr d tl're\oe?1allenges of rapid social,
political and economic changes during the secong @ % 20th century (e.g., population

growth, diminishing natural resources, environ al con¥erns, human rights issues,
technological and scientific advances, shiftin litic liances, globalization of the
economy) @Q’ &
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